
Ascension Episcopal Church 

And 

The Big 4 Brotherhood Building 
 



The following pages have photos and newspaper clippings of 

the Ascension Episcopal Church being destroyed by a cyclone, 

then rebuilt.  Then moved from 3rd Avenue to 5th Avenue to 

allow the construction of the Big 4 Brotherhood Building. 

 

The Big 4 Brotherhood Building was later purchased by 4 local 

surgeons to house the Hinton Hospital. 

 

Many thanks to Lisa Ellison Bragg who provided all of the 

newspaper clippings!  



Ascension Episcopal Church Built – 1881 
Corner of Third Avenue and Temple Street 

Historic Reflection Excerpt - Hinton Daily News – November 29, 1952  





Ascension Episcopal Church Destroyed by Cyclone – July 23, 1897 

Historic Reflection Excerpt 

Hinton Daily News – 

November 29, 1952  

Wheeling Daily Intelligencer – 

July 24, 1897 











Historic Reflection Excerpt 

Hinton Daily News – 

November 29, 1952  

Hinton Daily News – 

June 26, 1907 

Ascension Episcopal Church Moved  –  Summer of 1907 



Big 4 Brotherhood Building – 1907 Postcard 
Originally housing the 4 Railroad Unions 

Corner of 3rd Avenue and Temple Street 

 



Big 4 Brotherhood Improvement Co. - 1907 
To build Building for Unions 

From The Independent-Herald - April 29, 1907 

 

 



 

Big 4 Brotherhood Building 

 
Completed in September 1908, the building is located at the corner of 

Third Avenue and Temple Street.  It was originally built as the Union Hall 

for the following “Big 4” Railroad Unions: 

 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers (BLE) – est. 1863 

Order of Railway Conductors (ORC) – est. 1868 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen & Engineers (BLFE) – est. 1873 

Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen (BRT) – est. 1883 

 

In 1929 the  “Big 4 Brotherhood” building was purchased by 4 surgeons 

and it became the Hinton Hospital. It operated as such until 1977. 

 

Currently the building is occupied by its oldest tenant the Big 4 Drug 

Store, a barber shop, restaurant and other businesses. 

 





The Independent-Herald 

January 16, 1908 





Big 4 Brotherhood Building Sold - 1918 
Excerpts from the Hinton Daily News - August 3, 1918 

 



Hinton Daily News - May 23, 1929 



Hinton to Have Fine Modern, Fireproof Hospital - Continued 



Hinton to Have Fine Modern, Fireproof Hospital - Continued 





The new Summers County Hospital 

opened on Greenbrier Drive in 1969. 

 

Hinton Hospital remained in operation 

until August 1977 when if closed its doors 

for good. 


