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In June, 2012, a derecho storm line coming from Indiana entered WV.  It was 

widespread, from NC to PA.  Result: It had powerful winds, but no rain.  

The damage was tremendous.  The warning was inadequate. 

 

2016: The National Weather Service, once again, issued derecho "warnings" 

for WV.  What happened in 2012 was an anomaly, most derechos carry heavy 

rain.  In their lifetime, they had only experienced a "dry" derecho, the 

severity of flash flooding wasn't on most people's radar. 

 

The first touch of severe thunder storms hit Summers County at Barksdale.  

Next day, scattered showers.  Then, the real derecho showed up.  It dumped 

7-8 inches of rain on the tops of mountains, in a couple of hours.  In Southern 

WV, all of the creeks rapidly swelled, and most flowed into the Greenbrier 

and Meadow Rivers.  In 1996, the flood was about 1 foot higher.  Difference: 

it rose over a few days, with warning.  2016, rose in about two hours, and the 

creeks dumped in 30=40 minutes.  People simply didn't have time to get out 

of the way.  Rupert: practically wiped out.  Rainelle: over 100 homes and 

businesses completely destroyed.  Clendenin, nearly wiped off the map.  

Richwood: entire business section destroyed.   





HINTON, W.Va. ð As much as four inches of rain fell in one hour Tuesday afternoon causing flash 

flooding in parts of Summers County.  The storm was part of a number of pop-up storms that rocked 

sections of the Mountain State during the mid to late afternoon hours. There were a number of severe 

storm watches and warnings, flash flood warnings and a few tornado warnings. The flooding in 

Summers County caused water to rise quickly around Summers County High in Hinton. WVVA-TV 

reported some water got into the building. There were a number of students at the school at the time 

participating in the summer practice period.  There were no injuries reported..   



Summers County High School Route 20 - Barksdale 



New River Road near Brooks Falls 







Power Pole across from Magic Mart - Avis 





Reference Photo 

Camp Summers ï circa 2015 



Overlooking Camp Summers 



Camp Summers 



4H Camp Road 



Route 12 near Forest Hill 



Near River Valley Baptist Church 



Barger Springs  











The Greenbrier is Swelling 



Groundworks Nursery - Route 12 





Greenbrier Drive 





Greenbrier Drive 







The Convergence of  the Greenbrier and New Rivers 

Near Pizza Hut 



Brooks 







Godôs Pit Crew 
Å We are delivering two tractor trailer loads of relief supplies, including water, Gatorade and 

Blessing Buckets to Hinton, West Virginia and Ansted, West Virginia. Tomorrow, a third load of 

supplies will be delivered to White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. 

Å Our ministry partner, Mercy Chefs will also be heading to White Sulfur Springs tomorrow to 

begin preparing hot meals for disaster victims. 

Å We have been talking to people all over the affected areas in West Virginia today. The stories of 

loss and devastation we are hearing are heart breaking. 





Camp Summers High Water - 2 ft Below 1996 mark 



Camper two -thirds submerged  



Near Country Roads Store ð Pence Springs 



Country Roads Store ð Pence Springs 





John Henry Camp Ground - Pence Springs 



Camper left at John Henry Camp Ground ð Pence Springs 



Greenbrier River 



Hungers Creek - Talcott 



Greenbrier at Willow Wood Road  











Route 3 and Greenbrier River 



Greenbrier at Wiggins Bridge  







Greenbrier Drive  





View of Greenbrier Drive from Nelson Street 




