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(Photo courtesy of West Virginia and Regional History Center) 
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This reinforce-concrete  bridge was completed in 1929 and it connected downtown 

Hinton, WV (built on a bluff) to the neighborhood of Avis, located across the 

railroad tracks  on a floodplain below.  Hinton and Avis merged in 1927 and the 

bridge served as a practical monument uniting the two towns together.  It was 

bypassed and replaced  by a new span in 2003.  Due to deterioration, it is closed to 

pedestrian and vehicle traffic today. 
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(Photo courtesy of West Virginia and Regional History Center) 
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Hinton High School Booster Honor 

Presented to  

Dave Richardson & Earl Griffith 

for building the Stokes  Stadium Scoreboard 

ca 1962 

(Text reproduce on next page for clarity) 



BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED 

BY 

THE HINTON BOBCAT BOOSTER CLUB 

 

That in recognition of outstanding services of 

DAVE RICHARDSON and EARL GRIFFITH we 

desire to present this scroll of acknowledgement of 

our sincere thanks for the untiring efforts in 

constructing the new score board for the football 

field.  Their efforts are deeply appreciated by the 

Bobcat Booster Club, and by all the citizens of  

our community for the time and work that went 

into this project.  YOU both may be justly proud that 

Hinton High School now has one of the very finest 

score boards in the State, and that the combined 

efforts of both of you have made this possible. 
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Gabe Bostic’s Model Train, “Big John No. 5” 

Railroad Avenue – Avis 
(From Beckley Register-Herald, by John Blankenship, May 1986 – rewritten for better legibility) 

Model Train 

Hinton man has given hundreds of rides on his miniature railroad. 

HINTON – Gabe Bostic likes trains so much he built his own. 

   Before he retired from the Chessie System as a conductor, Gabe built it in his backyard 

on Railroad Avenue. 

   Now Gabe says he’s amazed at the number of people who come to see his train, which 

he built mostly out of junk. 

   Gabe used a 30 gallon barrel for the boiler on the engine.  The smoke stack and fire 

box he fashioned out of wood. 

      He used part of a vacuum cleaner to blow smoke out of the stack.  He fashioned the 

steam chest out of a chicken feeder and he used coffee cans for  the cylinders. 

      The cowcatcher is constructed of scrap lumber, “I had to do a lot of figurin’ on that to 

get the angles right,” he says. 

      Gabe used the wheels from an old push-type lawnmower.  “I stripped away the rubber 

so the grooved wheels would fit over the rails,” he says with a grin. 

      The 75 year old retired conductor’s three car contraption is powered by electricity.  He 

uses a 40 foot extension cord to the engine that drives the train along an 87 foot circular 

track.  The engine is run by a one-eighth horsepower electric motor.  The gearbox came out 

of an old washing machine. 
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Gabe Bostic’s Model Train (Continued) 

 

      The rails are made out of one-half inch water pipes that Gabe bent to specification by 

hand.  The three-car train consists of an engine, a tender and a caboose.  It will travel at a 

speed of 3.5 mph and carry up to 350 pounds. 

      Gabe completed the railroad in the early 1960s and has given rides to hundreds of 

neighborhood children over the years.  A California man once offered Gabe $3,000 for his 

train. 

      “People have come from all over the country to see it,” Gabe says of his creation.  “But 

I wouldn’t sell it for anything.” 

      Gabe says he built the train mainly for his grandchildren when they were youngsters, 

but he says the train still is a novelty. 

      “When people want to ride it or see it, I start it up for them,” the owner says.  “All kids 

seem to love it.” 

      Gabe served as brakeman and conductor for nearly 35 years.  “I’ve seen a lot of trains 

come and go,” he says.  “As a conductor I always tried to be careful to keep somebody 

from getting hurt.” 
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The Following 18 photos are of 

Kirk’s Restaurant 
Hinton Bypass – Route 3 

 

Excellent Food 

Awesome view of New River 

 

Continuing the Tradition 
Bob and Maxine Kirk 

Proctor and Nanny Kay Kirk 

Wayne and Kathy Rice 





Kirks Restaurant – 2021 
Hinton Bypass – Route 3 
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