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Cornelius Louis Burdette

November 8, 1878 ï February 28, 1955

(From Charleston Daily Mail ï March 1, 1955 via Findagrave.com)

Maj. Cornelius Louis Burdette, 76, one time world Olympic rifle champion and nationally recognized authority on the design 

of small arms, died last night at his home here following a long illness.

Maj. Burdette, who made the Army his career, was retired in 1937. He lived at 809 Marianna Street.

It was during his service with the West Virginia National Guard as a rifle instructor that he was chosen as one of a six-man 

team of the National Rifle Assn. to compete in the fifth Olympics at Stockholm, Sweden, in the summer of 1912.

Maj. Burdette, firing a 1903 model Army Springfield rifle scored 288 of a possible 300 and was acclaimed world champion. 

He was decorated personally by King Gustav V (Oscar Gustaf Adolf ) of Sweden.

In 1953, in recognition of his long career in the Army Ordnance Department before retirement, Maj. Burdette was awarded 

the West Virginia Distinguished Service Medal by order of Gov. Marland .

During his long military career, Maj. Burdette served in both the Army and Marine Corps. In 1908 he was awarded the 

Distinguished Marksman Medal by the Marine Corps, its highest award for marksmanship.

During his long military service, which began in 1898, he served in the Philippines and the Far East and was a member of the 

Cuban Expeditionary Force.

The order citing him for the West Virginia Distinguished Service Medal said in part: "Maj. Burdette may be truly classed as 

a genius in the firing and design of weapons, and his instructional ability is unsurpassed. Many of his recommendations were 

adopted by the Ordnance Department to improve the Army rifle."

Maj. Burdette was a member of the Central Methodist Church and the Junior Order of United American Mechanics.

Surviving are his wife, Mamie two daughters, Mrs. Cornelia Zimmerman of Santa Barbara, Calif., and Mrs. E. E. Bowyer Jr. 

of Charleston; a son, Lawrence D. of Charleston; three sisters, Mrs. William M. Jones of Huntington, Mrs. Sam Reed of 

Sandstone, and Mrs. C. W. Fauber of Charleston; brother, Moses, of Sandstone, and six grandchildren.





































































The following 21 photos document the

1919 Parade Celebrating

World War One Victory

and the return of

Summers County Veterans
All photos courtesy of

West Virginia and Regional History Center






























