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Friends and Familiar Faces 







 

Grace Mills Diefenbach 

December 3, 1871 – July 9, 1958 

 

Daughter of Jeremiah Mills and Louisa Elva Cassell (Mills). 

Grace had one brother, Jeremiah IV, and four sisters, Mabel, 

Elizabeth, Susie, and Louisa Elva. She was employed by the 

C. & O. Railroad as a telegraph operator from July 1, 1893 

to August 11, 1942. 



Joseph Jones Charlton – ca 1900 
(Some biographical information on next page) 

(Photo courtesy of West Virginia and Regional History Center) 



Joseph Jones Charlton 

December 30, 1826 – October 3, 1905 

 

Joseph Jones Charlton was a Civil War veteran who fought 

on the side of the Confederacy. He was wounded at the Battle 

of Cold Harbor, Va. in 1864. 

 

He later went on to become the first school teacher in 

Madam's Creek, a town near Hinton, WV. 

 

Charlton first married Nancy Parker. Together, Parker and 

Charlton had a daughter, Mary Jane Charlton.  Mary Jane 

would later marry Silas Hinton. 

























Christopher Harrison Payne 

September 7, 1845 – December 5 1925 

(Biographical and information copied from Wikipedia) 

 

Christopher Harrison Payne was a prominent religious, educational and political leader of the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries. Despite being born in the American South during the time of slavery, Payne rose to a 

level of prominence achieved by few, regardless of race. Among his many accomplishments was being the first 

African American elected to the West Virginia Legislature. 

 

Payne was born in Monroe County, Virginia (now West Virginia), on September 7, 1845. His parents, both of 

whom were by then free blacks, were Thomas Payne and Barsheba Ellison. He was their only child. Thomas 

Payne, a cattle drover, died of smallpox when his son was two years old. His maternal grandfather was the 

slaveholder James Ellison who had Barsheba with his slave Fanny. Ellison made provisions in his will to free 

Fanny and Barsheba upon his wife's death. He also taught Barsheba to read and write. Payne's mother in turn 

taught him to read and write at a very early age. Education would remain a guiding tenant of the Payne family. 

 

During the American Civil War, Payne was forced to serve as an orderly in the Confederate Army. He was able to 

return home in 1864 and begin formal education for the first time after the war by attending night school while 

working as a farmhand during the day. He received a teaching certificate in 1868, becoming one of the first black 

teachers in Summers County, West Virginia. He continued to teach and farm until 1875, when he was baptized. He 

was licensed to preach in February 1876 and in May 1877 was ordained as a Baptist minister. 

 

Following Payne's ordination, he founded the Second Baptist Church in Hinton, West Virginia. He pastored many 

other churches and was said to have delivered over 1,500 sermons and converted 500 people. He graduated from 

the Richmond Theological Institute in 1883 and State University, now the Virginia Union University. Payne 

presided over the West Virginia Baptist state convention for 16 years. On several occasions, he spoke at the 

national assemblies of white Baptists. 
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Christopher Harrison Payne (Continued) 

 

Payne established three newspapers in West Virginia. They were the West Virginia Enterprise. The Pioneer and 

Mountain Eagle. When founded, the West Virginia Enterprise was the only black newspaper in West Virginia. He 

was also a correspondent for other journals, including those geared for the white community. Payne used these 

venues to pursue equality between the races as well as to encourage other blacks to better themselves through 

education and the purchase of their own land and homes. 

 

Payne's growing stature within both the black and white communities led to his appointment as an alternate 

delegate to the 1884 Republican national convention. He would serve as a regular delegate to the Republican 

national convention in 1888, where Benjamin Harrison was nominated for President of the United States. State 

leaders pushed for Payne's appointment as Ambassador to Liberia. Instead, he was appointed Deputy Collector 

for the United States Internal Revenue Service in Charleston, West Virginia. In 1896, Payne was elected to the 

West Virginia legislature, becoming the first black to serve in that elective body. 

 

Along with Byrd Prillerman, another prominent African American, Payne was able to persuade the West Virginia 

Legislature to establish the West Virginia Colored Institute, now West Virginia State University, in 1891. 

 

During the Spanish–American War of 1898, Payne raised a volunteer black regiment and saw to their arrival at 

the war time encampment of Camp Atkinson. 

 

Payne studied law and was admitted to the West Virginia bar in 1889, becoming one of the first black lawyers in 

West Virginia. 

 

Due to his faithful service to the Republican party, United States President Theodore Roosevelt named Payne as 

Ambassador, Consul General to the Danish West Indies in 1903, a very rare appointment for an African American 

at that time. 
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Christopher Harrison Payne (Continued) 

 

Payne worked with the NAACP, serving on the planning committee for the historic 1917 Negro Silent Protest 

Parade. 

 

Payne, married Ann Delilah Hargo at a young age and they had eight children. His youngest son and namesake, 

Christopher Hansen Payne (1881–1914), graduated from Howard University and received a medical degree. He 

practiced medicine in Hinton, West Virginia, until his early death in 1914. 

 

Children of Christopher Payne: 

 

Arabella Geneva Payne, 1860–1930 

Lewis W. Payne, 1862–1927 

Martha Adelaide Payne, 1866–1944 

Mary Jane Payne, 1869–1932 

James Robert Payne, 1872–1943 

Charles Henry Payne, 1874–1950 

Cyrus Alexander Payne, 1877–1944 

Christopher Hansen Payne, 1881–1914 

 

Payne remained in the Danish West Indies after they were sold to the United States in 1917 and became the United 

States Virgin Islands. With the closing of the consulate, he then became prosecuting attorney and police judge in 

St. Thomas, capital of the Virgin Islands. He died in the Virgin Islands on December 5, 1925, at the age of eighty. 
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John “Jack” or “Chief” Warhop 

July 4, 1885 – October 4, 1960 

 
Born in Hinton, WV. Graduated from Hinton High School in 1902.  

Played for C&O Railroad teams in the early 1900s.  Became an American 

League pitcher who played eight seasons in Major League Baseball from 

1908 to 1915 for the New York Highlanders/New York Yankees. 

 

Jack Warhop was called "Chief" because his surname sounded like "war 

hoop" and "Crab" for his disposition, Warhop holds the odious Yankee 

season record for hit batsmen (26).  

 

He is best known for giving up Babe Ruth's first two career home runs in 

1915.  In 8 years with New York he accrued a 69-93 record with 7 saves, a 

3.12 ERA over 1,412.2 innings pitched in 221 American League games.  

He also was one of the few pitchers in Major League history to ever steal 

home twice.  

 

Piedmont Tobacco Card provided on next page. 





























































 

Summers County Connection to West Virginia Prohibition Department 
(Excerpt from an article titled Gus Simmons Murder written by Merle T. Cole and James J. Cozort in 2016) 

 

In its brief existence (1914-1932), West Virginia’s prohibition enforcement agency lost twelve officers in the line of 

duty. All of those men died violently as the result of gunfire—albeit, one in an accidental cross-fire with other 

federal and state prohibition agents. This compares with the forty line-of-duty (LOD) deaths suffered by the West 

Virginia State Police since its creation in 1919. An even half of the state police officers died accidentally—mostly in 

motorcycle or automobile accidents, or aircraft crashes.  It is fair to say that prohibition enforcement agent was an 

exceptionally dangerous law enforcement occupation. 

 

A notable casualty of the war against illegal alcohol production and distribution was prohibition officer Gustavus 

James “Gus” Simmons. Simmons was born in the Jumping Branch district of Summers County, West Virginia, on 

1 March 1886. He became a farmer, and on 8 April 1914, married Martha Ann Light, also a Summers County 

native. Their marriage produced seven children. He was farming in the Jumping Branch district when he became 

an agent of the United States Treasury Department, Internal Revenue Service’s Bureau of Prohibition, in or about 

1922. Simmons explained to friends that moonshiners in the district had gotten his son intoxicated and ignored his 

warnings against repeating the offense, so he joined the service to fight them. 

 

Late on the afternoon of Monday, 11 July 1927, Simmons, two other state prohibition officers (Ell Watkins and 

Sampson Lester) and justice of the peace Ira H. Toler, walked into an ambush. They were seeking to destroy a still 

on Jenny Branch of Little White Oak Creek in Wyoming County, about six miles southeast of Pineville. 

 

Details of the incident were provided by Watkins and Toler. According to Watkins, the officers were finishing up a 

series of raids in the area, having earlier destroyed four stills and “a large amount” of mash and whisky, and 

arrested four people. Wiley Sizemore’s still, which they had already located on Jenny Branch, was their last 

objective. Watkins mentioned that Simmons was in a hurry to finish the raids. He wanted to get back “to his home 

at Beckley… because of illness of his wife.” Actually, Martha was pregnant and about to give birth. 
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Summers County Connection to West Virginia Prohibition Department  (Continued) 
 

Around 5 P.M. that day, the raiders parked their automobile “on the main highway some two miles… from 

Sizemore’s place.” When they arrived at his dwelling with a search warrant, his wife swore (literally) there was no 

one home. Toler stayed in the yard to guard three weapons found in the house. The officers proceeded toward the 

still, located some 200 yards up the hill in rear of the house, in a stand of laurel. The party had gone about 50 feet 

and had just  entered a small clearing when a single shot rang out. Simmons, slightly in advance of the others, was 

shot in the back. He staggered a few steps then fell to the ground—dead at age 41. There followed a fusillade of 

rifle shots reportedly so rapid “it sounded like a machine gun.” Officer Lester was wounded in this burst. 
 

Lester and Watkins fell back and took cover behind an old springhouse. Lester had been struck by two bullets, but 

not seriously injured. They believed Simmons was dead as he hadn’t moved after being struck. The agents also 

believed that Toler had been struck. After about fifteen minutes, Watkins left to get help, maneuvering out of the 

ambush site and eventually reaching the mountaintop home of Lee Green. Green had been arrested for 

moonshining two weeks earlier, but still agreed to let Watkins borrow a horse to ride to McDowell County. After 

riding about six miles, Watkins met a Ford automobile whose driver agreed to take him to Keystone, from where 

he summoned aid. McDowell County’s assistant prosecuting attorney organized a 23-man posse at Keystone, and 

called several state police detachments, so that by Tuesday’s dawn over 40 armed men were searching along Little 

White Oak Creek for the killers. The posse included deputies, prohibition officers led from Charleston by state 

commissioner Ross Wells, and state troopers commanded by Captain Norton and Lt. Romeo A. Moody. 
 

Watkins and a group of deputies found Toler (who proved uninjured) and Lester. The pair had “retreated towards 

Pineville” and themselves returned with a number of deputies. Officers proceeding to Sizemore’s home found 

Simmons’ body “where it had fallen. He had been shot in the back with a soft-nose rifle bullet which had 

penetrated his body and left a ragged path through his heart.” The posse also discovered that “the moonshiners 

had fired many shots at his body as it lay on the ground. It was covered with dust and pieces of earth kicked up by 

the high powered bullets as they struck nearby. A number of pieces of lead were dug from around the body.” 

Simmons’ corpse was taken to Keystone by ambulance, prepared for burial, then taken on to Beckley. Meanwhile, 

officers completed the original mission by destroying Sizemore’s still, which “was of a 100-gallon capacity,” along 

with 600 gallons of mash and 23 gallons of whisky. 
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Summers County Connection to West Virginia Prohibition Department  (Continued) 

 

Eight persons were rounded up by the time the sweep ended in the middle of Tuesday afternoon. All of those 

arrested were reportedly related by blood or marriage, and made their homes in the area of the ambush. Those 

arrested were Frank Sizemore and two sons, Wiley and Lee; John Sizemore and son Estill; Thornbury Lester; 

Robert Wyatt; and Lewis Mullens. They were taken at different points in the mountains, some as far as two miles 

from where Simmons had been shot. A welcome tool in the pursuit was German shepherd “Elwin von Stochrin,” 

owned by a Wyoming County deputy. State police credited the dog with “almost human intelligence,” and stated 

the animal had shortened their work “by several hours.” 

 

The “new $200,000 jail at Pineville” being “not yet ready for the reception of prisoners,” the Wyoming County 

sheriff requested and received permission to house the prisoners in the jails of neighboring McDowell and Mercer 

counties. State police transported John Sizemore and Mullens to Welch, and the other prisoners to Princeton, to 

await a Wyoming County special grand jury investigation of the shootings. They were charged either with murder 

or being accessories after the fact. 

 

Funeral services for Gus Simmons were conducted on the afternoon of 13 July at the Beaver Baptist Church. 

Prohibition officers and state troopers provided a guard of honor and served as pallbearers. Burial was in the Blue 

Jay Cemetery. 
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Thomas Tinsley Rogers 

August 26, 1910 – June 16, 1990 
(Biographical information copied from Wikipedia) 

 

Tommy Rogers was an American football player and coach of football and baseball. 

He served as the head football coach at Wake Forest University from 1951 to 1955, 

compiling a record of 21–25–4. He was also the head baseball coach at Clemson 

University from 1941 to 1942, tallying a mark of 18–14. 

 

Born in 1910 and a native of Hinton, WV graduate of and Hinton High School with 

the Class of 1928. Rogers played college football as an end at Duke University 

under Wallace Wade from 1931 to 1933. He served as an assistant football coach at 

Wake Forest from 1938 to 1940 and at Clemson University in 1941 and 1942. After 

serving in the United States Navy during World War II, Rogers returned to Wake 

Forest as an assistant coach in 1946. He succeeded Douglas “Peahead” Walker as 

head coach there in 1951. He resigned from his post at Wake Forest in February 

1956 to go into real estate development near Southport, North Carolina. Tinsley 

died at his home, in Durham, North Carolina, on June 16, 1990. 

 





































































Harold S. Vass – ca 1940s 

Royal Canadian Air Force 





























































































































































































































































































     

Hinton Daily News 

September 4, 1945 

Angeline Hedrick Orr Dudley 

Hinton High School Class of 1930 



     

Hinton Daily News 

July 11, 1946 

Angeline Hedrick Orr Dudley 

Hinton High School Class of 1930 



































































































 

Cornelius Louis Burdette 

November 8, 1878 – February 28, 1955 
 

(From Charleston Daily Mail – March 1, 1955 via Findagrave.com) 
 

Maj. Cornelius Louis Burdette, 76, one time world Olympic rifle champion and nationally recognized authority on the design 

of small arms, died last night at his home here following a long illness. 

 

Maj. Burdette, who made the Army his career, was retired in 1937. He lived at 809 Marianna Street. 

 

It was during his service with the West Virginia National Guard as a rifle instructor that he was chosen as one of a six-man 

team of the National Rifle Assn. to compete in the fifth Olympics at Stockholm, Sweden, in the summer of 1912. 

 

Maj. Burdette, firing a 1903 model Army Springfield rifle scored 288 of a possible 300 and was acclaimed world champion. 

He was decorated personally by King Gustav V (Oscar Gustaf Adolf ) of Sweden. 

 

In 1953, in recognition of his long career in the Army Ordnance Department before retirement, Maj. Burdette was awarded 

the West Virginia Distinguished Service Medal by order of Gov. Marland. 

 

During his long military career, Maj. Burdette served in both the Army and Marine Corps. In 1908 he was awarded the 

Distinguished Marksman Medal by the Marine Corps, its highest award for marksmanship. 

 

During his long military service, which began in 1898, he served in the Philippines and the Far East and was a member of the 

Cuban Expeditionary Force. 

 

The order citing him for the West Virginia Distinguished Service Medal said in part: "Maj. Burdette may be truly classed as 

a genius in the firing and design of weapons, and his instructional ability is unsurpassed. Many of his recommendations were 

adopted by the Ordnance Department to improve the Army rifle." 

 

Maj. Burdette was a member of the Central Methodist Church and the Junior Order of United American Mechanics. 

 

Surviving are his wife, Mamie two daughters, Mrs. Cornelia Zimmerman of Santa Barbara, Calif., and Mrs. E. E. Bowyer Jr. 

of Charleston; a son, Lawrence D. of Charleston; three sisters, Mrs. William M. Jones of Huntington, Mrs. Sam Reed of 

Sandstone, and Mrs. C. W. Fauber of Charleston; brother, Moses, of Sandstone, and six grandchildren. 

 

































Harry Lee Vass and “Buddy” – early 1950s 
6th Avenue, Hinton, WV 

Hinton Daily News article and Ole Bud comments on following 2 pages. 



Ole Bud – Our Neighborhood Dog 
(Hinton Daily News May 14, 1960) 



 

Ole Bud  - Additional Comments 

(by David “Richie” Richardson) 
 

Ole “Buddy” – John Faulconer’s article about the “Legendary Buddy” is pretty accurate, but is lacking 

in a few details. 
 

“Buddy” belonged to my uncle, Paul “Bub” Humphries who lived on 6th Ave, second house below 

Temple. It was where “Bobby Wheeler’s parking lot stands today. In the mid-‘50s the C&O had a 

major layoff and a large number of the machine shop and roundhouse workers ended up moving to 

other towns to seek employment. Uncle “Bub” was one, he and his family ended up in Jackson, Oh. 

They left “Buddy” behind as he was the “Neighborhood dog” and was cared for by everyone. 
 

“Buddy’s” range was from 4th Ave to about 10th Ave and from Summers Street to Temple. The center 

of his domain was 6th and 7th Ave. Aunt Eleanor Gwinn (mentioned in the article), Ralph and Polly 

Vass family, Shirley Hyden (Wheeler)’s family on 6th Ave and our family were major caregivers. He 

wondered from house to house – we all fed him as did other folks all over his realm. He would sleep on 

one of our porches – would NEVER come inside out of the cold. Although a few times in the dead of 

winter we managed to coax into a utility shed where we could close the door and protect him from the 

elements. He was by no means a stray – he was the “Neighborhood Dog”, neighbors up and down 6th 

and 7th Ave. would ask each other daily – “Have you seen “Buddy”, where did he spend the night?”  
 

He was a gentle an very loyal dog – children did not annoy him, he enjoyed our company and he would 

actually keep us out of the street – not letting us cross if he saw or heard a car coming. He would also 

shoo strays away, although he did join a “Pack” on occasion. 
 

Mr. Faulconer mentions that “Buddy” was 15 – we all felt that he actually lived to be 20, both my 

Mother and Aunt Ethel always told us that. It was indeed sad when “Buddy” passed, as I recall, my dad 

and cousin, George David Gwinn buried “Buddy” next to the caretaker’s shed at the Greenbrier 

Cemetery! 













































































































































Dr. J. W. Stokes 

Painting - 1950s 













































































The following  
9 photos are 

Central Elementary 
5th Grade - 1957 

Cub Scouts 





















End of  
Central Elementary 

5th Grade - 1957 
Cub Scouts 

Photos 





















































Richie Richardson and 

Jerry Mahoney – ca 1958 





















































































































Howard Fox & Twin Bears 

1961 











































































































Harold Persinger & his Daughter, Sharon – 1960s 

Manager of Persinger’s Roller Rink 





















































Hume Kesler Nowlan – 1965 
Prominent citizen who lived in the city of Hinton. 

 

Graduated from Hinton High School, Class of 1917. 

 

Nowlan served as a master electrician in the United States Army Air Service during 

World War I. 

 

By 1927, Nowlan was the city manager of Hinton all the way through 1935; executive 

director of the West Virginia League of Municipalities (1935-42).  In World War II, he 

managed overseas and continental district organizations in the Office of Censorship. In 

1945, he developed a 200-acre wildlife sanctuary at "Split Rock" overlooking 

Greenbrier River near Alderson, W. Va. During the Korean War, he served as the 

budget administrator for the United States Air Force. 

 

In 1960, Nowlan became the financial secretary for the Summers County Board of 

Education an he was instrumental in local WPA projects, and was director of the New 

River Gorge Development Corporation during effort to construct Pipestem State Park. 































































































































































Eugene “Shady” Lipscomb 

Hinton’s Clown Prince – ca 1970 

















































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornelius Daw Reed Gill 

May 31, 1924 - April 18, 2011 

 

Daw spent most of his 86 years in Sandstone. He grew up on a small farm on Laurel Creek.  As a 

child during the depression, he had a particular fondness for working with horses and oxen.  

During his life he gained a reputation for his touch with horses.  He broke horses, logged with 

horses, and even trained one to ride a tricycle.  Always ready for a parade, Daw and friend William 

Richmond often provided entertainment with their old-time Ma and Pa act.  He inspired a 

generation of "back-to-the-landers" with his adherence to old-time traditions. 

 

As part of the bicentennial celebration in 1976, the Smithsonian Institute selected Daw as a 

representative of the "Upland South".  Daw and his team of horses spent two weeks in the National 

Mall in Washington D.C., as he demonstrated the making of molasses with a horse-turned sorghum 

mill. 

 

Daw’s parents were Charlie Hines Gill and Cora Jane Evans Gill.  He was the last surviving sibling 

of eight children. 

 

Friends have commented that although Daw was a poor man, their lives have been made richer 

through knowing him.  Daw was laid to rest at the Gill Cemetery on Laurel Creek. 





























    

Dr. James William Stokes 
September 16, 1898 – May 28, 1977    



Dr. James William Stokes 
September 16, 1898 – May 28, 1977 

(Excerpts from the HHS 1972 Dart Dedication page) 

 

Dr. James William Stokes came to Hinton in1925, in the days when there were few roads.  

Through rain, sleet, and snow, he attended the sick by walking or riding horseback into the 

remote areas of the county.  The distance was never too far nor the weather too bad when duty 

called.  Through the years the picture has changed but little.  Now, almost 50 years later, he still 

holds regular hours at his Temple Street office, an office that is always full.  Today, as in the 

depression years, many of his services go unrewarded as far as money is concerned - - but “Doc” 

has his reward.  People love him. 

 

Needless to say, his services to the area have not all been as a doctor.  He is a firm believer in 

education.  He served 22 years on the Summers County Board of Education, active more than 

half of his time as its president.  In addition to this, he has been the City and County Health 

Officer and Coroner for the past 25 years, physician for the Hinton Bobcats since 1935, physician 

for two summer camps for the area, and sponsor for the Student Exchange Program through 

Rotary International. 

 

“Doc”, who enjoys seeing new places, has traveled widely abroad.  Being an avid photographer, 

he captures the sights in beautiful color slides, which he always shares with others through 

programs for civic organizations.  One of his latest trips was taken last summer when he and 

Mrs. Stokes accompanied a group of Latin students to Rome and other points of interest in 

Europe.  In his spare time, “Doc” plays the organ, serves as a lay speaker for the United 

Methodist church.  As a member of the Methodist church, he was on the board of stewards and 

the president of the John Wesley Bible Class.  He was also a member of the Elks, American 

Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Moose, and Chamber of Commerce. 



 

Dr. James William Stokes (Continued) 
 

He was Governor of Rotary International's District 755 with 39 southern clubs under him in 

1962-63.  During his tenure, he and his counterpart in the northern district of West Virginia 

oversaw the Rotary’s sponsorship of West Virginia’s entry in the 1963 Rose Bowl Parade in 

Pasadena, CA.  “Doc” was “Honorary Grand Marshal” of the parade and the West Virginia float 

won first place in the state entries. 

 

Until recently, he was actively engaged in flying.  He had logged more than 700 hours when a 

heart attack force him to abandon it. 

 

Perhaps “Doc’s” greatest joy comes from his many friends.  Without doubt, one of his best 

friends and closest companion is his dog Partner.  When his firs dog died, the students of Hinton 

High School made up money and bought him another one to show their love.  In 1962, they 

named their football field, “Stokes Stadium”, in his honor.  “Doc” is there for every game. 

 

Stokes estimates - - he has long ago lost count - - that his has delivered more than 8,000 babies, 

many of which are members of our present graduating class.  Although most of his work of this 

kind is now done at the local hospitals, he is still going strong.  He says that he has no thought of 

retiring, although he is now 73.  From his office desk recently he made this comment, “My grave 

marker has already been installed on the hill at Restwood.  When I retire, that's where I'll be. As 

long as I can put one foot in front of another, I'll be here." 

 





















John L. Gore - 1980s 



Henry Noel - 1980s 











































































Mike Gore - 1989 













































Linda Haga Farrell - 1990s 
Pediatric Surgery Clinical Nurse Specialist 

at 

Children’s National Medical Center Washington, DC 



Linda Haga Farrell - 1990s 
Pediatric Surgery Clinical Nurse Specialist 

at 

Children’s National Medical Center Washington, DC 

























































Page 1 of 2  

Army Sgt. Brian Christopher Karim 

KIA – Taji, Iraq – December 13, 2005 
(From Military Times – Honor the Fallen Article) 

 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — A soldier from Summers County was among four men killed in 

Iraq when a roadside bomb exploded near their vehicle, the Defense Department has announced. 

 

Sgt. Brian C. Karim, 22, was among troops conducting combat operations in Taji on Tuesday 

when an improvised explosive device detonated near their armored vehicle, the department said 

Thursday in a news release posted on its Web site. He was serving his second tour of duty in Iraq. 

Karim, a native of Talcott, most recently lived in Nimitz with his wife, Rachel Lasley Karim, and 

their 2-year-old daughter, Janessa, according to Ronald Meadows Funeral Parlors of Hinton. 

 

The soldiers were assigned to the Army’s 2nd Battalion, 70th Armor, 3rd Brigade Combat Team 

out of Fort Riley, Kansas. 

 

The other soldiers killed were identified as Spc. James C. Kesinger, 32, of Pharr, Texas; Spc. 

Peter J. Navarro, 20 of Wildwood, Mo.; and Staff Sgt. Michael S. Zyla, 32, of Elgin, Ore. 

 

The deaths marked the second-worst day of the Iraq war for Fort Riley. Sixty-five active-duty 

soldiers from the northeast Kansas post have died since the war began in March of 2003. The 

single worst day for loss of life was March 31, 2004, when a bomb exploded under an armored 

personnel carrier and killed five soldiers from the post. 

 

Karim, the son of Vera and Garland Adkins of Talcott, was a graduate of Summers County High 

School, a small school where everyone knows everyone, teacher Robert Mazzella said. 
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Army Sgt. Brian Christopher Karim 

KIA – Taji, Irag – December 13, 2005 
(From Military Times – Honor the Fallen Article) 

 

“Brian was a terrific kid,” Mazzella said. “He was kind, well-behaved and an A-No. 1 student. In 

a small school, it’s like a small family. It’s not like we have a thousand kids where you just pass 

them by. The students all become really close friends.” 

 

Principal Lynn Crowder, who was assistant principal when Karim was in high school, 

remembered him as a kind, pleasant young man. 

 

“It’s very sad and hard on us,” she said. “We have several local boys serving in the military, and 

he has a sister that’s a student here. The teachers have been very emotional. 

 

“He was just one of the good kids. I’m sure this is really hard on his family. 

 

“Any time you lose a loved one, it is tragic, but this is not something like a car accident where 

you just ask, Why? Why? Brian died serving his country. He died with honor, and that should 

comfort them. (His family) can be proud.” 









































Chris Chanlett - 2010 

























Glenna Shumate - 2010 









Shirley Mae Bond - 2011 









HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 

Benny Hogan 

Benny Hogan – 2011 
HHS Class of 1966 45 Year Reunion 



















Margaret Whittaker - 2011 
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West Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame               

Inducted 2016 

(WV Department of Transportation) 

 

Earl Thomas Halloran, Sr. 

March 1, 1897 - September 23, 1978 

 
 

Earl Thomas Halloran was born July 1, 1896 in Hinton, West Virginia, to a prominent railroad 

family. He was known to be an intelligent man with many talents including a knack for flying. 

Halloran attended West Virginia University to study Engineering before the eruption of World War I. 

Upon announcement of the United States’ involvement in the war, he decided to enlist in the U.S. 

Army where he was assigned to the U.S. Army Signal Corps to become a pilot. His flight training at 

Rich Field in Waco, Texas exposed his natural ability to aviate. He successfully soloed after just four 

and a half hours of flight instruction in a Curtiss JN-4D aircraft (aka “Jenny”) and was commissioned 

a First Lieutenant in March of 1918. Instead of being sent overseas, he was retained as a flight 

instructor because of his flying expertise and radio skills. In addition to flight instructing, he trained 

his students on various positions, such as gunner and mechanic, to ensure they could be cross-

utilized in the aircraft. Halloran remained a flight instructor for the duration of the war. With his 

training and guidance, his students went on to assist the Allied Powers in defeating the enemy. 
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West Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame (Continued) 
 
At the conclusion of the war, Halloran returned to Hinton where he formed the Hinton Aero Club. He 

purchased a surplus "Jenny” aircraft by soliciting funds from local individuals. The “Jenny” was then 

used by the Aero Club to barnstorm across the state carrying passengers and thrill seekers alike. 

Halloran’s barnstorming days were halted in August of 1919 when he was hired by the Island Creek 

Coal Company to “scout” the area and provide aerial information on the location of 5,000 armed 

miners planning a march in order to unionize. At the most volatile point of the miners’ unionization 

efforts, Halloran was made a captain of a group of five other aircraft hired by the coal company and 

prepared homemade bombs to drop if necessary to thwart any attack on law enforcement personnel. 

Countless lives were saved with the aerial information Halloran provided. 

 

Earl Halloran’s aviator days were not without incident. He once survived an accident in Logan after 

clipping wires during takeoff and, ultimately, it was a nose dive into a fence at the end of a cornfield 

that effectively ended his flying career when it was determined that his aircraft was damaged beyond 

repair. Unable to secure capital to purchase a new aircraft, he sought other opportunities to earn a 

living and started a bus service, automobile dealership and the first cable TV company in Hinton, 

WV. His contributions to aviation in the state of West Virginia and abroad lives on. Earl Halloran was 

believed to be the first registered pilot in the state, a fact many support. The unfortunate state capitol 

building fire in 1921 destroyed the proof of this honor. He was a respected businessman with 

interests beyond aviation too numerous to encapsulate on this plaque. The State of West Virginia 

honors his accomplishments and recognizes him for his contributions both here and abroad. 
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The following 8 slides are the  

Bobcat Hall of Fame 

Inductees 

Class of 2021 
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Cleo Mathews 

City of Hinton Spirit Award Honoree - 2021 
 

City of Hinton, Mayor Jack Scott, announced that the winner of the 2021 Spirit Award was 

Cleo Mathews. 

 

The award is presented annually to an individual or group who epitomizes the initiative and 

spirit for which Hinton, WV was founded. The winner of this award continues to give back 

to our community, and carries forth a work ethic that inspires others.  

 

Cleo served Hinton as Mayor from 2001-2009, delighted in the vision of creating an artist 

village and bringing new life into the historic railroad town. Her dedication as a teacher 

and, later, President of the West Virginia State Board of Education, highlights her passion 

for education. Her big heart and tireless diplomacy have repeatedly proven successful. 

Commitment to teamwork and deliberate focus has led to the development of the Main 

Street Long Term Care unit at Summers County Appalachian Regional Hospital. Working 

diligently with others has also led to the groundbreaking of new independent senior living 

units where Hinton’s brick row used to be. Her brick-and-mortar contributions to the city 

can be observed well into the future and she has other civic projects well underway for the 

community 

 

Along with this honor, Mrs. Mathews will serve as the Grand Marshal in the City of 

Hinton’s Christmas Parade and light the city’s Christmas tree on December 4. Mayor Jack 

Scott said “there’s no one more deserving of this honor than Cleo. She has exemplified the 

spirit of this community for her adult life and continues to do so today. We are delighted to 

honor her this year.” 



























Ryan Cook 

Giant Vegetable Grower 
 

The next 21 slides are photos and background 

information of Ryan Cook’s Award winning 

crops. 





Ryan Cook - Giant Vegetable Grower 

From – WCHS TV – Traveling-West Virginian, October 2022 
 

JUMPING BRANCH, W.Va. (WCHS) — The well-known and beloved character Linus from the Peanuts comic 

series is always looking for the Great Pumpkin this time of year. Perhaps Linus should have been looking in 

West Virginia all along, specifically in Summers County. 

 

Ryan Cook, who resides in the small community of Jumping Branch, is obsessed with growing things and the 

bigger the better! 

 

Cook already holds state and world records for his prolific vegetables and fruits and has no intention of 

turning back now. 

“In 2016 my dad grew a big pumpkin and got me curious,” explains Cook as he stands beside an enormous 

Atlantic giant pumpkin. “I started growing giant stuff and it took off like a rocket.” 

 

There was certainly some trial and error involved in Cook’s quest for giants as he tried a very simple method 

at first. 

 

“You aren’t going to go to Lowes and find these sort of seeds," Cook said. "I tried it with store bought seeds 

and that didn’t work out at all.” 

 

Ryan discovered that the secret is obtaining genetically proven seeds from established giant growers. 

 

Surprisingly, these growers are usually quite accommodating. They will sell seeds and sometimes they’ll give 

you seeds to help get you started. 

Cook is also a member of The Mountain State Giant Growers, a small group with big plans, but they need 

some assistance to “grow” their numbers and influence. 



Ryan Cook - Giant Vegetable Grower 

From – WCHS TV – Traveling-West Virginian, October 2022 (Continued) 
 

The Great Pumpkin Commonwealth, which keeps track of giants grown around the world, doesn’t have an 

official weigh off in West Virginia, but Cook is trying to change that. 

 

“We want a GPC weigh off here,” Cook said. “We have to go to North Carolina, Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania 

and Kentucky. If we had one in West Virginia it would help solidify our giant growing club, hopefully bring 

more growers in and eventually turn into a really big event.” 

Besides the fun and the passion for growing giants, Cook’s reasoning for devoting his time and energy goes 

deeper. 

 

Cook spent several years in the Army and was deployed to Iraq where he was wounded and suffered a 

traumatic brain injury, along with developing post-traumatic stress disorder. 

 

“When I got home I started growing and it brought a little bit of peace,” Cook explained. “I could grow 

something from seed and watch it mature. I didn’t have to worry about the bad stuff I’d been through.” 

 

That peace has evolved into a small organization called Skill To Heal specifically designed for Cook's fellow 

veterans. Cook will give aspiring growers seeds for free. 

 

“God helped me find this,” Cook proclaimed. “I just want to help someone else to find some happiness, peace 

and joy.” 













Ryan Cook - Giant Vegetable Grower 

From – World Record Academy Article, October 2022 

World Record for Most Varieties of Giant Fruits and Vegetables Grown in a Single Season 

 
Jumping Branch, West Virginia, United States–Ryan Cook, a local Giant Grower from Summers county, West 

Virginia, in only his second year, has grown 36 different giant fruits and vegetables in his garden, thus setting 

the world record for the Most varieties of giant fruits and vegetables grown in a single season, according to the 

WORLD RECORD ACADEMY. 

 

The record was verified/measured by the Mountain State Giant growers club and giant growers witnesses as 

well as things taken to GPC competition. 

 

The list is long and has some very unusual fruits/vegetables in it. The list includes: 

 

 
1. Pumpkin 

2. Field pumpkins 

3. Long gourd 

4. Butternut 

5. Heavy carrot 

6. Long carrot 

7. Beet 

8. Rutabaga 

9. Kohlrabi 

10. Cabbage 

11. Red cabbage 

12. Heavy chili 

  

1. Tomatoes 

2. Parsnip 

3. Marrow 

4. Sunflowers tall 

5. Corn tallest 

6. Eggplant 

7. Turnips 

8. Sunflower stalk 

9. Rhubarb leaf 

10. Sunflowers head 

11. Watermelon 

12. Green squash 

  

1. Cauliflower 

2. Cantaloupe 

3. Cushaw 

4. giant cucumber 

5. long cucumber 

6. long bean 

7. broad bean 

8. longest ear of corn 

9. longest banana squash 

10. long pepper 

11. most heads on a single sunflower 

12. giant Swiss chard leaf 

  



Ryan Cook - Giant Vegetable Grower 

From – World Record Academy Article, October 2022 (Continued) 

World Record for Most Varieties of Giant Fruits and Vegetables Grown in a Single Season 

 
While some of his giants grown didn’t get to their full potential he says just growing that many types of giants 

is a feat in and of itself!! 

 

“The time, effort, planning, prepping and strategizing is only a small portion of it as you battle the weather 

which this year was horrible as we fought monsoon like rain, flooding, weeks with little to no sun, extreme heat 

then unseasonably cold days and nights and back to heat or rain.” 

 

“There was no consistency to this year in our area not to mention fighting mice, chipmunks, moles, bugs of all 

sorts and the constant disease pressure because of the weather all a combination for crop failure yet still was 

able to pull out several state records despite all the odds stacked against me!! God has surely blessed our 

efforts!!” 

 

“So while some didn’t get big enough to compete from having to fight to keep the plants alive all season we still 

done well and learned a lot in the process!! 

 

“We are hoping to have everything picked by October 8th 2022 and patches tilled and cover crop sowed 

prepping for next season where we will attempt to add to the list of giants grown in a single year!!” 

 

“I hold the most state records in West Virginia and I’m looking to extend that record some more this season 

and next year I hope to obtain several more!! The goal is to hold the most state records in the US at one time!!” 
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Slides 















  

Dorothy Jewell Worrell Keaton 

Summers County’s “Rosie the Riveter” 

 

Dorothy was born March 12, 1924 in Shawsville, VA.  One of 17 children, she was the 

daughter of the late George Charles and Eura Spangler Worrell. She grew up in 

Shawsville, VA, Beckley and McComas, WV. 

 

In 1944-1945, she moved to Baltimore, MD to help in the war effort.  She worked at 

the Glen L. Martin (now Lockheed Martin) factory as a “Rosie” operating a drill 

press.  She met Charles Russell Keaton of Pipestem, WV who also worked at the 

factory before he joined the Army and served in the Philippines. They married 

December 6, 1946 And moved to Pipestem, WV.  She lives in home Russell built for 

them. 
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The following 13 slides are the  

Summers County Sheriff 

Sheriff Deputies 
And 

the Corrections Deputy 

and Animal Control Officer 
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