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Smith said he was mak-
ing arrangements to truns-
port Bennett's remalns to
the state medical exumin-
er's office in South
Chaorleston for an gutopsy.
The type of charges any
suspect would luce would
depend on the exact rause
of death, he sald,

Investigators said Ben-
neit’s wallet wos miesing
whon he wis found,

Bennett had been wark-
ing near a picnic shelwer ad-
Jolning the stonw formation
that gives the park its
name. Park Superinten-
deat Frank Ratcliffe told
investigators he had spo-
ken to Bennett by phone at

Losey Lee Bennett
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State park retiree
dies from injuries
sustained in beating

By Greg Jordan
FOR THE REGISTER-HERALD

PRINCETON — A Pipestem man who was
found severely beaten at a state park in Mercer
County last week died Tuesday

at a Roanoke, Va., hospital.
Losey Lee Bennett, 55, was
found with severe head injuries
last Thursday morning at Pin-
nacle Rock State Park off U.S.
52 near Bramwell. A recently
retired maintenance supervisor
at Pipestem Resort State Park
in Summers County, Bennett
was working part-time at Pin- |

nacle Rock.

Bennett’s family notified au-

LN

Bennett

thorities Tuesday that he died
between 1 and 2 p.m., State Police Cpl. M.A.

Smith in Princeton said,

approximately 4:156 pon,
last Wednesday about some
rented equipmyvent boing de-
lvered, Bennett wos found
unconscious the next mom-
ing by his son and Ratcliffe.

Ken Cuplinger, acting
state parka chief, said ot
the time Bennett was found
that the former mainte-
AANCE SUPCIVISOr WAS O
skilled electrician who was
helping install new eloctri-
cal servico at Pinnaclo
Hock,

*I never saw him angry,
Everyhod E:iusl. rvs&c;c‘lcd
him,* said Estella A of
Hinton, who worked with
Bennett st Pipestem Resort
State Park. *It's jost o
tragedy, He wos just the
best man In the world. He
was 50 lalented and his
men juet loved him, Every-
body just loved him,”
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*He wos a tremendous emplayee, very

dedicated, who worked late and worked
whatever hours it took to get the job done.”
STEVE BOUAR,
PN wperiancent

Bennett had worked o1 Bolar said, *He was n groot
Pipestem for moee than 30  person in the community,
years, Stove Bolar, the  He often assisted the elder
park’s superintendont, |y because ho was so talent-
said. ed In different mechanical

Besides working at the Gelds, and he didat charge

rk, Bennett wos also n  people.”

ormer  chief of the
Pipeatem Volunteer Fire
Department and n U.S,
Marine Corps veternn.
“He waa a tremendous
employee, very dedicated,
who worked Inte and
worked whatever hours it
took to get the job dope,”

Anyone with information
gbout the case is urged to
contact the State Policy dee
tachment in Princeton at
4252101 or 425-2102.
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