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Jumping Branch Sunday School - ca 1895 – Names 
 

Reverend Hank lies in the forefront of the photo. 

 

Other persons identified in the photo include: 

 

Joe Deeds (back row, second from left) - Alva Deeds (back row, third 

from left) - Charles Deeds (back row, fifth from left) - Bob Deeds (back 

row, sixth from left) - Basil Abshire (back row, seventh from left) - Green 

Meadow (back row, eighth from left) - Dobbins (back row, middle, has 

hand on banister) - J.A. Deeds (back row, third from right) - Clarence 

Deeds (back row, first on right) - Virgie Deeds (front row, fourth from 

right) - Grace Deeds (front row, third from right) 

 







Great Bend Tunnel Gathering - 1900 - NAMES 
 

Pictured L-R: 

 

Top of Hill – Rosa Jones, Rena Jones, Fannie Huston Rhode, and UNK; 

 

Next Group Below – 3 UNK women, 1 UNK man and Amy Jones Miller; 

 

On The Track: Maggie Jones Eades, UNK man and UNK child: 

 

On Side of Track: F.W. Jones, Nora Gillespie Lively, Edna Keaton, UNK  

      and Carrie Hill Grimes Howell 











Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers, Lodge 236B – 1902 - Names 

Attending funeral of C.F. Humphries 

 

  Top Row L-R: R. L. Payne,  G. W. Coleman, J. W. Bess, C. D. Roberts, E. F. Wicker,   

      C. C. Burk, Robert Jones, 

 

  4th Row: J. A. Snead, B. E. Parker, F. Ball, B. H. Fox, M. W. Hughes, J. D. Surber,  

      M. H. McDowell, 

 

  3rd Row: W. T. Sigler, J. F. Smith, W. B. Ritchie, Massie, H. P. Youell, J. A. O'Leary,  

      F. C. Utterback, 

 

  2nd Row: T. H. Viar, W. S. Thomas, J. E. Perkins, W. D. Vallandingham,  

      J. A. Chattin, B. L. Nunnaly, 

 

  Bottom Row: A. R. Sydnor, C. T. Nunnaly, C. E. Glass, E. T. Miles 





Bigony Hospital – 1903 - Names 

 
Second from left in the back is Martha E. Charlton Bigony and to the right of    

     her is Dr. John F. Bigony. 

 

Sitting Middle Row L-R: Sarah Jane Wilson Charlton, Nancy Pinkley Wilson,        

     unidentified, and Mrs. Hinton. 

 

Sitting Front Row L-R: Dr. John Charlton Bigony, Paul Ellsworth Bigony,  

     Joseph Clair Bigony, and Dorsey Madison. 







Jordan’s Chapel Sunday School – 1905 – NAMES 
 

 Front Row L-R: Maggie Albert ( Martin), Sadie Martin, Orpha Gutridge (Short), Eula Gutridge,   

 Trixie Gutridge (Meadows), Mandie Underwood, Maude Snead (Martin), Cleo Snead (Noble),   

 Alice Martin (Woodrum), Lela Albert, Mamie Petry, Ada Meadows, Betty Tickle (Cooper),  

 Bertie  Albert (Farley, Ella Harris (Tickle), Gertie Winn (Albert), Eufa Spangler (Weatherford).  

 

 Second Row: Mrs. C.D. Gutridge (seated with baby on lap), George Albert, Jude Albert,  

 Sally Albert, Betty Martin (Lemon), Grace Albert (Austin), Hattie Pettry, Julian Mann,  

 Harmon Albert, Ess Albert, Luther Dove, Ziba Doe, Jim Winn, Edd Edwards, Jim Edwards,  

 Miss  A.T. Austin (later married to Rufus Dove). 

 

 Third Row: Mrs. Rilegh Snead (standing holding child), Flicah Meadows, Bernard Albert,  

 Cora Martin (Cox), Alma Wilburn (McMillon), Maude Trail (Farley), Zona Dove (Underwood),    

 Flora Trail, Edgar Albert, Leonard Albert, Grover Pack, Eliza Martin, Mrs. Eve Lemon Harris,   

 Falis Harris, Bill Martin, Mrs. Bill Martin (Benda). 

 

 Fourth Row: Icie Edwards (Holland), Dasie Dove (Huddleston), Pearl Martin (Trail),  

 Pearl Lane (Trail-Duncan), Bunk Spangler, Nannie Meadows (Tickle), Louvenna Albert, 

 Minnie Trail (Cook), Rev. C.D. Gutridge, Tom Winn, Charley Albert. 

 

 Fifth Row: (standing in church door) Jim Richards, Dover Dove. 

          





Hinton High School Faculty - 1905-1906 school year - Names 

 

Names not in order! 

 
    Kate Whitman, Lila Loring, Fred Lilly, Johnnie Riffe, Miss Elana Carter,   

    Alice Corker, Miss Alice Burke, Superintendent Jeb Bush, Mame Noel,   

    Jenie Miller, Anne Gose, Ann Humphries, Ethel Curry, Mattie McCartney,  

    Mrs. May Walker, Mr. Curri, Mr. Ball, Mr. Mattics, Jeannie Lind Hobbes,   

    and Florence Smith. 





















Improved Order of Red Men (IORM) Band No. 6 – ca 1910 – Names 

 

  Front L-R: Ollie Hoover; C. J. Bowling; Dr. Warren; Charles Bishop; and    

        Pres. Wilkerson 

  Back L-R: Bill Day; Bill Hobbs; Henry Ryalls; Blane Anderson; Doc Ferrell;  

        Emmett Pack; and U. G. Ryalls. 







Wellington Opera Troupe at Masonic Temple, Hinton, WV - 1910 









First Presbyterian Sunday School Class – 1910 - Names 

 
Front Row L-R: Terrence Moorefield, Fred Brown, and Boyd Brown. 

 

Second Row L-R: Christian Hetzel, George Griffith, Clemmer Peck,   

     Mrs. Carrie B. Mahon (teacher), Reese Capeller, and Stanly Butler. 

 

Back Row L-R: William Moorefield, Cecil Hinton, Julian Fredeking, 

     Roy Mann, Oswald Blackwilder, Leo Ross, and Fred Flanagan. 









 

Cornelius Louis Burdette 

November 8, 1878 – February 28, 1955 
 

(From Charleston Daily Mail – March 1, 1955 via Findagrave.com) 
 

Maj. Cornelius Louis Burdette, 76, one time world Olympic rifle champion and nationally recognized authority on the design 

of small arms, died last night at his home here following a long illness. 

 

Maj. Burdette, who made the Army his career, was retired in 1937. He lived at 809 Marianna Street. 

 

It was during his service with the West Virginia National Guard as a rifle instructor that he was chosen as one of a six-man 

team of the National Rifle Assn. to compete in the fifth Olympics at Stockholm, Sweden, in the summer of 1912. 

 

Maj. Burdette, firing a 1903 model Army Springfield rifle scored 288 of a possible 300 and was acclaimed world champion. 

He was decorated personally by King Gustav V (Oscar Gustaf Adolf ) of Sweden. 

 

In 1953, in recognition of his long career in the Army Ordnance Department before retirement, Maj. Burdette was awarded 

the West Virginia Distinguished Service Medal by order of Gov. Marland. 

 

During his long military career, Maj. Burdette served in both the Army and Marine Corps. In 1908 he was awarded the 

Distinguished Marksman Medal by the Marine Corps, its highest award for marksmanship. 

 

During his long military service, which began in 1898, he served in the Philippines and the Far East and was a member of the 

Cuban Expeditionary Force. 

 

The order citing him for the West Virginia Distinguished Service Medal said in part: "Maj. Burdette may be truly classed as 

a genius in the firing and design of weapons, and his instructional ability is unsurpassed. Many of his recommendations were 

adopted by the Ordnance Department to improve the Army rifle." 

 

Maj. Burdette was a member of the Central Methodist Church and the Junior Order of United American Mechanics. 

 

Surviving are his wife, Mamie two daughters, Mrs. Cornelia Zimmerman of Santa Barbara, Calif., and Mrs. E. E. Bowyer Jr. 

of Charleston; a son, Lawrence D. of Charleston; three sisters, Mrs. William M. Jones of Huntington, Mrs. Sam Reed of 

Sandstone, and Mrs. C. W. Fauber of Charleston; brother, Moses, of Sandstone, and six grandchildren. 

 



















Sewell Valley Passenger Train – 1917 

 Operating Between Rainelle, and Meadow Creek, W. Va. 

 
    From L-R: Harry Lee (holding his daughter, Lucy), Lum Bennett 

       Emmitt Crotty, Cap. Starrett Moore, John Dobbins, John Wilt, 

       Mark Perkins, and Mitchell Dilly. 











The following 17 photos document the 

Parade Celebrating 

World War One Victory 

and the return of 

Summers County Veterans 

1919 
All photos courtesy of 

West Virginia and Regional History Center 





































































Early 20th Century Hunting Party 

Willie Ballard, George Meadows, Ed Crush, Bill Crush, William Ballengee,  

J.L. Keatley, John Crush 



Mary Belle Lawson, Ernest T. Lawson, Jr., Mary Long Echols, William H. Echols, 

Hattie Echols Lawson, Ernest T. Lawson, Sr. 

Fishing Trip - 1924 



















 

Summers County Connection to West Virginia Prohibition Department 
(Excerpt from an article titled Gus Simmons Murder written by Merle T. Cole and James J. Cozort in 2016) 

 

In its brief existence (1914-1932), West Virginia’s prohibition enforcement agency lost twelve officers in the line of 

duty. All of those men died violently as the result of gunfire—albeit, one in an accidental cross-fire with other 

federal and state prohibition agents. This compares with the forty line-of-duty (LOD) deaths suffered by the West 

Virginia State Police since its creation in 1919. An even half of the state police officers died accidentally—mostly in 

motorcycle or automobile accidents, or aircraft crashes.  It is fair to say that prohibition enforcement agent was an 

exceptionally dangerous law enforcement occupation. 

 

A notable casualty of the war against illegal alcohol production and distribution was prohibition officer Gustavus 

James “Gus” Simmons. Simmons was born in the Jumping Branch district of Summers County, West Virginia, on 

1 March 1886. He became a farmer, and on 8 April 1914, married Martha Ann Light, also a Summers County 

native. Their marriage produced seven children. He was farming in the Jumping Branch district when he became 

an agent of the United States Treasury Department, Internal Revenue Service’s Bureau of Prohibition, in or about 

1922. Simmons explained to friends that moonshiners in the district had gotten his son intoxicated and ignored his 

warnings against repeating the offense, so he joined the service to fight them. 

 

Late on the afternoon of Monday, 11 July 1927, Simmons, two other state prohibition officers (Ell Watkins and 

Sampson Lester) and justice of the peace Ira H. Toler, walked into an ambush. They were seeking to destroy a still 

on Jenny Branch of Little White Oak Creek in Wyoming County, about six miles southeast of Pineville. 

 

Details of the incident were provided by Watkins and Toler. According to Watkins, the officers were finishing up a 

series of raids in the area, having earlier destroyed four stills and “a large amount” of mash and whisky, and 

arrested four people. Wiley Sizemore’s still, which they had already located on Jenny Branch, was their last 

objective. Watkins mentioned that Simmons was in a hurry to finish the raids. He wanted to get back “to his home 

at Beckley… because of illness of his wife.” Actually, Martha was pregnant and about to give birth. 
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Summers County Connection to West Virginia Prohibition Department  (Continued) 
 

Around 5 P.M. that day, the raiders parked their automobile “on the main highway some two miles… from 

Sizemore’s place.” When they arrived at his dwelling with a search warrant, his wife swore (literally) there was no 

one home. Toler stayed in the yard to guard three weapons found in the house. The officers proceeded toward the 

still, located some 200 yards up the hill in rear of the house, in a stand of laurel. The party had gone about 50 feet 

and had just  entered a small clearing when a single shot rang out. Simmons, slightly in advance of the others, was 

shot in the back. He staggered a few steps then fell to the ground—dead at age 41. There followed a fusillade of 

rifle shots reportedly so rapid “it sounded like a machine gun.” Officer Lester was wounded in this burst. 
 

Lester and Watkins fell back and took cover behind an old springhouse. Lester had been struck by two bullets, but 

not seriously injured. They believed Simmons was dead as he hadn’t moved after being struck. The agents also 

believed that Toler had been struck. After about fifteen minutes, Watkins left to get help, maneuvering out of the 

ambush site and eventually reaching the mountaintop home of Lee Green. Green had been arrested for 

moonshining two weeks earlier, but still agreed to let Watkins borrow a horse to ride to McDowell County. After 

riding about six miles, Watkins met a Ford automobile whose driver agreed to take him to Keystone, from where 

he summoned aid. McDowell County’s assistant prosecuting attorney organized a 23-man posse at Keystone, and 

called several state police detachments, so that by Tuesday’s dawn over 40 armed men were searching along Little 

White Oak Creek for the killers. The posse included deputies, prohibition officers led from Charleston by state 

commissioner Ross Wells, and state troopers commanded by Captain Norton and Lt. Romeo A. Moody. 
 

Watkins and a group of deputies found Toler (who proved uninjured) and Lester. The pair had “retreated towards 

Pineville” and themselves returned with a number of deputies. Officers proceeding to Sizemore’s home found 

Simmons’ body “where it had fallen. He had been shot in the back with a soft-nose rifle bullet which had 

penetrated his body and left a ragged path through his heart.” The posse also discovered that “the moonshiners 

had fired many shots at his body as it lay on the ground. It was covered with dust and pieces of earth kicked up by 

the high powered bullets as they struck nearby. A number of pieces of lead were dug from around the body.” 

Simmons’ corpse was taken to Keystone by ambulance, prepared for burial, then taken on to Beckley. Meanwhile, 

officers completed the original mission by destroying Sizemore’s still, which “was of a 100-gallon capacity,” along 

with 600 gallons of mash and 23 gallons of whisky. 
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Summers County Connection to West Virginia Prohibition Department  (Continued) 

 

Eight persons were rounded up by the time the sweep ended in the middle of Tuesday afternoon. All of those 

arrested were reportedly related by blood or marriage, and made their homes in the area of the ambush. Those 

arrested were Frank Sizemore and two sons, Wiley and Lee; John Sizemore and son Estill; Thornbury Lester; 

Robert Wyatt; and Lewis Mullens. They were taken at different points in the mountains, some as far as two miles 

from where Simmons had been shot. A welcome tool in the pursuit was German shepherd “Elwin von Stochrin,” 

owned by a Wyoming County deputy. State police credited the dog with “almost human intelligence,” and stated 

the animal had shortened their work “by several hours.” 

 

The “new $200,000 jail at Pineville” being “not yet ready for the reception of prisoners,” the Wyoming County 

sheriff requested and received permission to house the prisoners in the jails of neighboring McDowell and Mercer 

counties. State police transported John Sizemore and Mullens to Welch, and the other prisoners to Princeton, to 

await a Wyoming County special grand jury investigation of the shootings. They were charged either with murder 

or being accessories after the fact. 

 

Funeral services for Gus Simmons were conducted on the afternoon of 13 July at the Beaver Baptist Church. 

Prohibition officers and state troopers provided a guard of honor and served as pallbearers. Burial was in the Blue 

Jay Cemetery. 
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Brotherhood of Railroad Engineers – 1930 

 
Back Row: G. H. Harwood, Joe Hayth, Cecil Lively, N. S. Seldomridge, 

     ?? Patton, E. M. Bobbit, Isaac Meadows, ?? Eubanks, Brown Nunley; 

 

Second Row: F. S. Hunter, ?? Poteet, Tom Youell, Wood Wickline, 

     Clarence Seldomridge, Tom Rogers, Bert Ashley, George Nutting, 

     Ira Wiseman; 

 

Third Row: Dick Cobb, E. K. Rogers, Lindsay Burks, M. M. Mastin, 

     Bob Jones, Howard Honaker, Elmer Garten, Deifenbach, W. G. Dameron,  

     C. H. Fredeking;  

 

Fourth Row: Bob Noel, Charlie Poore, Henry Ailstock, Lynn Gardner,  

     Richard Thomasson, ?? Eubanks, ?? Cottle, ?? Hout, Tuney Swatts, 

     C. I. Smith, C. S. Faulconer. 











































Avis Fishermen – 1940 – Names 

 

     Front row- Black Bottom - Orb Farley - Jack Sweeney 

     Back row - Ap Terry - Dempsey Keaton - Bob Payne –  

          Fred McDaniels - unidentified - Paul Butler 























Friends at Ritz Theatre – 1942 - Names 
 

  

   Front L-R:  Garnett Cobb Miller, Betty Jane Arrington Angell, and 

        Lloyd Seldomridge 

   Back L-R: Homer Thrall and Raymond W. Argabright 

 

   The group, reads, "The Gang's All Here". 









Camp Bluestone CCC Camp Quarantine – early 1940s 

 
The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was a voluntary public work relief program 

that operated from 1933 to 1942 in the United States for unemployed, unmarried men 

ages 18–25, it was eventually expanded to ages 17–28. 

 

The CCC was a major part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal that 

provided manual labor jobs related to the conservation and development of natural 

resources in rural lands owned by federal, state, and local governments. The CCC 

projects included building bridges, buildings, overnight cabins, retaining walls, roads, 

dams, towers, picnic areas, and drainage systems. The CCC was designed to provide 

jobs for young men and to relieve families who had difficulty finding jobs during the 

Great Depression in the United States. 

 

Camp Bluestone CCC Camp was located 3 miles south of Hinton.  Their project was 

working for the state of West Virginia assisting the Corps of Engineers with 

preparation for future construction of the Bluestone Dam and Reservoir.  

 

In the photo, six unidentified men are wearing quarantine masks due to a death from 

spinal meningitis. The quarantine lasted 30 days for all personnel at the CCC camp. 







Camp Bluestone CCC Camp Swimming Hole – early 1940s 

 
The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was a voluntary public work relief program 

that operated from 1933 to 1942 in the United States for unemployed, unmarried men 

ages 18–25, it was eventually expanded to ages 17–28. 

 

The CCC was a major part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal that 

provided manual labor jobs related to the conservation and development of natural 

resources in rural lands owned by federal, state, and local governments. The CCC 

projects included building bridges, buildings, overnight cabins, retaining walls, roads, 

dams, towers, picnic areas, and drainage systems. The CCC was designed to provide 

jobs for young men and to relieve families who had difficulty finding jobs during the 

Great Depression in the United States. 

 

Camp Bluestone CCC Camp was located 3 miles south of Hinton.  Their project was 

working for the state of West Virginia assisting the Corps of Engineers with 

preparation for future construction of the Bluestone Dam and Reservoir. 

 

In the photo, a group of unidentified men spend time by the swimming hole located 

on the banks of New River. Here, life saving techniques were taught to the members 

of the Civilians Conservation Corps (CCC). 

















Picture taken approximately 1944 during War, in front of Central Grade School, Hinton, WV. 

  Front: Doug Richmond, Dick Hackney, “Dink” Montgomery, Wilbur “Buster” Halstead. 

  Back: Bill Nichols, Lee Patton, Jimmy Harvey, Ronnie Keaton, Glen Patrick McCormick, 

           Tommy Payne, Garland Graham 



















































Summer Camp – mid 1940s – Names 
 

 Front Row L-R: Richard Bowles, Homer Tincher (tank top), Gerald Lively,   

     Ernest Adkins, Conward Bowles, Enis Adkins 

 

 Back Row L-R: Jack Gillian, Jim Davis, Jack Surbaugh, Tom Gillian, 

     Fred Tallman, Brook Gillian, Bill Ames, Tom Tallman, George Ames 

 



















Hinton Fire Department – 1948 – Names 
 
  Front Row L-R: unidentified; Gum Ailstock; George Surber; Lawrence Welfrey; 

       Bill Blake; Joe Coffman; Russell Simms; Frank Honaker; John Lively; 

       Sam Boland; Harry Surbaugh; Julian Fredeking;  Allen Utterback; 

       Lee Edmundson; Craig Eubanks. 

 

  Back Row L-R: Ashby Eubanks; Roscoe Honaker; John Rick; Wyle Ailstock; 

       Andy Bowman; Harold Lilly; Bob Conner. 

 











Lilly Bridge Collapsed During Construction 

March 31, 1949 
 

  The bridge was a 5-span cantilevered thru-truss design, supported by  

  concrete abutments and 4 concrete piers. 

 

  The span between piers 3 and 4 fell.  The 300 ton span buckled and folded  

  downward into the river, killing 5 workers and injuring 4 others. 

 

  On April 2, 1949 bridge workers, laborers and a Deep Sea Diver began  

  search and recover operations to find men who were lost in the disaster. 

 

  In the following weeks the men began dismantling the twisted span, using a  

  never before used technique by burning the steel beams with chemicals. 











Church Service Nellie Cundiff’s - ca 1950 – Names 

Barger Springs, WV 
 

- - - Names are NOT in any order - - -  

  Miller Murrell, Jim Brown, Becky Turner, Mary Margaret Kesler, 

  Bill Brown, Jr., Barbara Murrell, Margaret Kesler, Mrs. Percy Brown, 

  Mrs. Margaret Turner, Jim Brown, Martha Jane Alderson, Lillian Alderson,    

  Edith Cundiff, Mary Grimmett, Mary Alice Phillips, Mary E. Spencer,     

  Elizabeth Hanifin, William. Meador, Paul Phillips, John Holstein, 

  Bill Kesler, Rory Walker 





 

First Baptist Church Ladies – 1950 - Names 
(Some names are not in order and some names are missing) 

 

Bottom Row (Incomplete) L-R: Mrs. Weaver, Joyce Meador, Millie 

     Meador, Mary Avis Hinton Conner 

 

Second Row: Evelyn Meadows, Beaull Karnes, Wilma Maddy,  

     Jean Treadway, Dorothy Jean Boley, Jean Huffman 

 

Third Row: Sue Bradberry, Charlotte Shirey, Irene Osborne,  

     Maybelle Turner, Hellen Phipps 

 

Top Row (Not in order): Polly Vass, Jean Reid, Arlene Basham,  

     Elizabeth Ball, Miss Burton, Irene Dobbins, Betty Mann, 

     Marilyn Huddleston, Peggy Weaver, Betty Whitlock, Lorna Richmond 

 







Board of Directors First National Bank of Hinton – ca 1950 

 
Standing L-R: Harold Hulme, Dr. VanSant, Bill Brown, Unk, Jess Wise, Unk 

 

Seated L-R: Unk, Dr. Neely, Unk, Unk, “Punchy” Neely  





















First Baptist Church, Easter – 1951 - Names 

 
Front Row L-R: Marshall Walthal, Johnny Willey, James Bradberry, 

     Arnet Willey, Bill Osborne 

Row Two L-R: UNK, Jack Holt, Eddie Houchins, Lawrence “Moose” Lilly,     

     Johnny “Stooge” Stewart 

Row Three L-R: UNK, UNK, Lloyd Whitlock, Paul Phipps 

Row Four L-R: Ralph Vass, Charles Dobbins, UNK 

Row Five L-R: Jimmy Meadows, UNK, UNK, Howard Cashwell, UNK UNK 















Wedding Party – 1952 

John’s Drive In 

 

The photo was taken after the marriage of Mary Frances “Frankie” Bolling 

and William Darwin “Lefty” Curtis. Mary Alice Cashwell & Howard 

Cashwell had served as Maid of Honor and Best Man. The ceremony had 

been performed by the Rev. H.P Hackney at the Central Baptist Parsonage  

in Hinton, WV. The group of friends were traveling to a reception in Beckley 

and stopped briefly at John's Drive In which was located on the by-pass just 

below the Bluestone Dam. 

 

John Mazzeli the owner and a friend is shown in the center of the back row. 

 

Seated- L-R: Polly Maddy, “Frankie” Bolling Curtis, Mary Alice Cashwell,      

     Tommie Trail 

Standing- L-R: Jess Maddy, “Lefty” Curtis, John Mazelli, Howard Cashwell,    

     Van Trail 













Hinton Elks Lodge 821 Ritualistic Team - early 1950s – Names 

 

  Seated L-R: Dark Jacket UNK, Bill Meador, Punchy Neely, Harry Peck, 

       Ray Lang 

  Standing: Bob Ferguson, P.J. Carr, Dutch Holbert, James Hartley 









Background and Names of Members of the January 1953 Boxing Team 
 

The photos and names were published in the Hinton Daily News on January 30, 1953. 

 

    The American Legion and the March of Dimes co-sponsored an amateur Boxing Show on  

    January 31, 1953 in the Memorial Building. Proceeds from the event was used to help  

    underprivileged children. 

 

    Bill Stone and Doug Willey made arrangements with Lincoln High School to use their gym 

    for training the young men.  Bus Tyree and Bill Stone acted as referees for each bout during  

    the event.  

 

    The January 31st event was very successful and additional “Boxing Shows” were conducted 

    at the Memorial Building for the next few years. 

 

Boxing Team 

 
    Standing L-R: Bobby Lucas, Ernest Petry, Manuel Begil, Yancey, Rudy Bolling, Lee Bennett, 

        Teddy Willey 

 

    Middle Row: Estel Adkins, Bobby Turner, Marvin Fitzwater, Bobby Adkins, Jack Graham 

 

    Kneeling: Albert Stoddard, Mickey Connor, Buddy Reed, Doug Willey, Randy Martufi,  

        Larry Reed, Dalford Foster 

 







Tommy Farrell – Harry Bryson – Johnny Wilson - 1953 











     Seated (L-R): Lt. Van Trail, Sam McLean (paymaster), Capt. Bob Ferguson 

     Standing: Sgt. Tom Clinebell, Cpl. Sonny Meadows, Sgt. Dennis Surber, 

                       T/Sgt. Parker Burgess, Cpl. Howard Cashwell 

National Guard Payday - 1953 



































8th Avenue Buddies – 1950s 



















Juanita Vass Birthday Party – ca 1955 – Names 

 
  Back L-R: Brenda Monday, Richie Richardson, Ray Pivont, Sue Ellen Stone,    

       Juanita Vass Meador, Linda Osborne Meadows, UNK, Virginia Bias, and 

       Linda Cook. 

 

  Front L-R: David Tyree, Skippy Price, David Rosenburger, Pam Vass Shumate,   

       Judy Allen, and Gloria Ann Stone. 





































Camon Baptist Church – 1957 - Names 
 

Back Row L-R : Mrs. Creasy Washington, Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. Edith Goode, 

     Mr. Charlie Stevenson, Mr. Crawford (Everette G Crawford's Dad), 

     Louise Carter Gibbs, Billy Woods, Swanson Carter, Mischa Carter, 

     Mattie Sue Leftridge, Tiny Leftridge, Felix Daniels, Mrs. Naomi Garrett, 

     Mrs. Willie Crawford (E.G.'s Mom) 

 

Middle Row L-R: Mrs. Watson (minister's wife), William Gibbs, 

     Jimmy "Cricket" Williams, Johnny Pack 

 

Front Row Left Side Adults L-R: Mr. Jesse Easton, Rev. Watson  

 

Kids Top: Jackie Leftridge, Dickie Pack, Joy Gibbs Baker, 

     Luther “Noonie” Pack, Brenda Pack,  

Kids Bottom: Eddie Pack, Bill Pack, Juanita (Pack) McCray 

  

Front Row Right Side Adults: Everette G. Crawford, Mr. Clarence  

     Washington, Mrs. Annie Stevenson, Dicky Leftridge (front young man) 









Jack Weaver Signing a Check to Initiate Hinton Bobcat Boosters Club – 

August 1957 

 

Weaver, right, signing a check to become the first member of the Bobcat 

Boosters club.  This check, which appeared in The Hinton Daily News, caused 

500 additional members and $1,500 to be raised by Jack Ball, pictured on the 

left. Ball became the first President of the Boosters Club. 

 

The Charter Members were: 

 

Jack Ball 

David Ballard 

Edward Cobb 

Conrad Graham 

Kyle Gwinn 

Jack “Buzzy” Hellems 

Walter “Stoney” Loomis 

Jack Weaver 

Homer “Blub” Westmoreland 

J.K. “Jim” Williams 







YMCA Swimming Classes at Bass Lake Park – 1957 
Partial list of names provided on the following page. 



YMCA Swimming Classes at Bass Lake Park – 1957 -  Names 

 
    Front Row: Richard Lawrence, 2, 3, Ray Williams, 5, 6, Terry Hanifin, 

        8, Gerry Porterfield, 10, Tommy Woodrum, 12, 13 

 

    Row 2: Steve Scott, Patty Wallace, 3, 4, Arthur Callaham, Carl Hanifin, 

        7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 

 

    Row 3: 1, 2, John Richmond, Jackie Ward, 5, Wayne Westfall, 7, 

        David Lane, Charles Sweptson, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, Harry Keaton 

 

    Row 4: Connie Fry Scott ,Randy Scott, Bill Garten, 4, 5, 

        Mary Kaye Hanifin, Linda Osborne, 8, 9, 10, Murrell Holbert, 

        Mike Payne, Jim Gore, 14  















YMCA Swimming Classes at Bass Lake Park – 1958 
Partial list of names provided on the following page. 



YMCA Swimming Classes at Bass Lake Park – 1958 -  Names 

 
    Front Row:  1, Lynda Ward, Sue Ellen Davis, 4, 5, Tommy Harvey, 

        Tommy Coffman, Bobby Haythe, Margie Lawrence, Donna Woodrum, 

        Mary Lee Lawrence, 12, 13 

    Row 2: Jerry Davis, Beetle Bailey, Larry Smith, David Lane, Steve Fink, 

        Russell Buckland, Tommy Woodrum, Gerry Porterfield, Ray Williams, 

        David Quisenberry, Wayne Westfall, Steve Scott, Charles Sweptson, 

        Mike Payne, Harry Keaton 

    Row 3: 1, 2, 3, Linda Kay Ward, Sue Ellen Miller, Pam Vass, Juanita Vass, 

        Linda Montgomery, Linda Osborne, 10, Susan Weaver, Jenny Neely, 

        Richard Lawrence 

    Row 4: Bill Garten, Mule Bennett, 3, 4, 5, Lynda Coste, Kathy Moore, 

        Kayetta Durett, Jeanie Blankinship, R.D. Williams, Murrell Holbert, 

        Tommy Farrell, Randy Scott 

 













Bass Lake Park – 1959 

L to R: Max Crawford, Emmett Fox, Jr. 
(Photo courtesy of West Virginia and Regional History Center) 



















Bragg and Cales Kids - July 1960 – Names 

 
Back Row: Reggie Cales, Ruth Cales, Gloria Bragg, Mary Ann Cales,      

            Delores Cales 

 

Middle Row: Betty Cales, Judy Cales, Shirley Cales 

 

Front Row: Ronnie Bragg, Jack Cales, Joe Cales, Douglas Cales,  

     Dale Bragg, Tommy Cales, Danny Cales 

 

















John Fitzgerald Kennedy – 1960 

Speaking on campaign trail, Hinton Post Office 































































































































C&P Operators – April 1966 - Names 

 
    Front L-R: Betty Jo Mann Basham (Asst. Chief Op.), 

       Mary Bennett Houchins, Mary Ann Gibson, Kay Keaton Payne, 

       Dorothy Jones Rogers, Betty Sue Allen Garten, Ann Burdette Ward,  

       Janey Harvey Angell, Wanda Adkins Ball, Vella Mae Farley, 

       Wilma Bennett Anderson, Lena Wenger, Louise Miller Lively (Chief  

       Operator), Gale Ferguson Lilly 

 

    Back L-R: Eva Ellison Dobbins, Barbara Garten Plumley, 

       Shirley Fox Spicer, Barbara Fridley Wise Brenda Surbaugh McCoy,  

       Peggy Miller, Janey Wiseman Kessler 

 







































 David Ratliff & Don Willey - 1969 







Hinton First Methodist Church Sunday School – 1969 - Names 

 
   The Class made rag dolls for mission orphanages. 

 

   Patricia Ayers Worles holding Todd Arthur....then Katrina Davis Crook, 

   Beth Doyle McGinnis, David Gilbert, Robin Worles, Scott Davis, 

   Michael Atkins, Mona McGraw in front of Patricia, Parrish Worles and 

   Ann Dilley on the floor. 



























Past Vice President Earl J. Hellems and three past presidents of 

the National Bank of Summers 

R.C. Haynes & D. McLean and F.W. Sawyers (ca early 1970s) 



















Eastern Border Band – 1974 – Names 

New River Ramble Album 

 
     L-R: Tim O'Farrell, unknown, unknown, Greta Gill, Jerry Gill, Julie ?, 

          Butch White, Jeff Harper, Gary Harden, Mitzi Varner, Joni Gill, 

          Dan Gill, Tom Johnson, Herb Ellison, Terry Ballengee, Steve Rodes  





Hinton Fire Chief, Sam Boland Retires - 1974 

 
(From Hinton News – 1974) 

 

BOLAND RECEIVES WATCH -  Sam Boland (center), retiring Fire Chief of 

Hinton Volunteer Fire Department, is receiving a watch as a gift of appreciation 

for faithful service from Hinton Mayor, Bill Humphries.  Looking on is the new 

Fire Chief, Ray Pivont.  Boland has been with the department for 48 years and has 

served 39 of those as Fire Chief.  Pivont will be the fifth Fire Chief in the history 

of a department that was organized in 1926 under P.K. Litsinger, the first Chief. 





































Mary Beth (Goins) and Robbie Merritt Wedding - June 13, 1981 

 
    Front row: Kim Mounts, Donna Palmore, Jamie Goins, Becky Wheeler 

 

    Middle Row: Pam Plumley, Debby Wallish. 

 

    Back Row: Edgar Rush, David Webb, Mary Beth Merritt,  

        Harry Pilkington, Robbie Merritt, John Plumley and Shawn Anderson 















Three Grand Ladies – 1986 
Kathleen Timberlake, Nell Stennett, Marie Maddy 

Opening Day Hinton Little League 



















The following 11 photos document the 

 

Parade Honoring 

Local Gulf War Veterans 

July 4, 1991 

 
All photos courtesy of 

Rebecca (Becky Gill) Ward 







































































HHS Class of 1961 Reunion – 2011 
Rachel Bussard Tompkins, Orlando McDowelle 



HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 
L-R: UNK, Joe Jackson, Joy Gibbs, Steve and Linda (Osborne) Meadows, Jane and David Lane 



HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 



Henrietta Lowry Shroyer – Jimmy & Susie (Thompson) Gore 

Railroad Days – 2011 

 



HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 

Henrietta Lowry Shroyer, Roger Cales, Janet Shinault Huff 



HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 
Curtis Shumate – Jimmy Lawson 



HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 
Jimmy Lawson, Floyd “Poochie” & Becky (Jenkins) Lane 



HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 
Steve & Linda (Osborne) Meadows, Connie Dewitt, Vicki Brackenridge Traut 



HHS Class of 1966 Reunion – 2011 
Steve Meadows, Kathy Jarrell, Pat Farrell 











Ronnie Lilly and David Heil - 2012 











Donna Woodrum Mock & Ann Noel Tassos 

2012 













 Neil Gwinn & Dale W. Miller - 2012 























































Celebrating the Publication of 

One Room Schools Of Summers County 

2015 

 
A project of the Summers County Historical Society, the book was the result of a 

year's work by members of the Society to compile, edit, and publish the research 

begun by Charles Saunders. 

 

Members of the Society presented copies of the book to the four children of the 

late Charles Saunders, former Superintendent of Schools.  

 

Front Row L-R: Sandra Saunders Lowe, Rhonda Saunders Rowan, 

     Carolyn Saunders Fitzsimmons, and Charlie Saunders 

 

Back Row L-R: Ben Vest, Wayne Harvey, Gayle Vest, Bill Brewster and 

     Donna Brown Brewster 























Ellen Bigony & Larry Siehl - 2017 











City of Hinton Spirit Award 
 

City of Hinton, Mayor Joe Blankenship, announced that the winner of the 2017 Spirit 

Award was the Making A Difference group. 

 

The award is presented annually to an individual or group who epitomizes the initiative and 

spirit for which Hinton, WV was founded. The winner of this award continues to give back 

to our community, and carries forth a work ethic that inspires others. "Having recently 

completed their 24th Project in the last five years, the MAD group was an easy choice for 

me.", quoted Mayor Blankenship. "You just look around town, at our schools and buildings 

in our Historic District, and you immediately see their impact.”  Although, over 100 

volunteers have pitched in to complete their Projects, the original founders of MAD, Jackie 

Holt, Cotty Farley, and Jimmy Noel, were given the honor of being the Parade Marshalls in 

the  2017 Hinton Christmas Parade. At conclusion of the parade, the MAD originators lit 

the City Christmas Tree on the corner of Temple Street and 3rd Avenue. 

 

Making A Difference originator, Jackie Holt, was quoted as saying "although we three 

individuals were chosen to represent MAD with this award, we would be remiss if we failed 

to thank the many many volunteers, both on and behind the scenes, who helped us 

successfully complete each Project. Our hats are off to each and every one of them. We are 

humbled and continue to be inspired to make great things happen in our beloved 

community.” 

 

A pictorial review of each Project is available by clicking on the "Our Projects" tab. 










































































































































































































