James Leonard “Link” Perry

April 14, 1905 — January 15, 1959

(From Hinton News — August 27, 1981)

HISTINEY OF HiNTON
HIG I SURIOL,
PART LXTI
Iy Frederick 1Y, Long

Jomes Leopwrd iLinkl
Ferey, Counly Superinlendent
aof Schools, tled Jonwsry 15,
1058 Death wis due Bo coneer,

Mr. Perry was  appoined
superimtendent Beplember 18,
LH4 angd held that positlon until
hig death, Thursdoy mormmg.
Atelaltof 14 years 3monihs and
M days, the longest term in the
Summers  Cownly  school
sy 61 B,

The Board of Education met
Jon. 19 and en motion from P
B, Hilleran and seconded by
Dol L. Brightwell the board
vulesd 4o penunme  the High
Schewrl  Gymnasium—"Perry
Memorial Gymoasiom.” e
wiis larpely through Mr 0, L,
Perey’s efloris Lhat the gym
wits bl

The follewing aceounl of the
life of Mr. Perry |5 copled from
the ik High Scheol *'Dart,"
Thee muthor |s pot given, but it is
believed ta by writlen by Mr,
Jotin E. Faulemser,

In Memoriam

*“The brief bul [rultlul life of
James Leonard Perey, reapect-
ed and beloved Superintendent
af Summers County Schoals,
cami o an unepected close on
Thuraday morping Jonwry 15,
1959, His pussing come as o
preal shock (e o hest of asencl-
ales and friends aod left o
tremendoes challenge for ful-
fillment of hls deepms.

“Boft spolien, mild of mann-
er, Khy and courteous to o fault
J. Leopprd Perry was a ded
teated persen: dedicated (o the

weamas pebucalion of youlh, dedicaled to

miaking the world o better ploge
in which 1o live, In his position
as Superintendent of Sehools he
hused baln eritics, bul more olten
thiin nel he would ‘turn e
ather eleck,' making the wise
declsion that wns for the best
intopesl of all, He wis a troe
schalpe and a man with vision;
tecogniied for his abllily o3 an
adminstrator. s experience,
added to a rore sease of human
needs ond values, poeullarly
fitted him for the Superintend-
eney of the School System and
thet serviee 1g this position wis
muarked by clear insight, wis-
dam, and unswerving levalty.

His integrity and devaled to his
duty are exemplified in his life
and shauld be qn inspication 1o
those toeched through bis as-
snintinn.

Link” as he wad Enown Lo
hid counlless friends was re-
spangible fur mony fing deeds
that were never known {o the
pubslic. [t was throupl his help
and eneouragement thol many
Summers Countly youlhs are
permitted 1o hold nesponsktle
posltions  in Lheke  respective
{ield of endeavars,

“EHis deep and genuine con-
cern for ol students, and es-
peclally for those who were
deserving and copable was un.
doubtedly rooted o the experi-
ences of his own early life, He
wis born Aprll 14, 1908 al
Taleatt, Weal Virglnia and was
the som of Charles Marion
Perry and Mary Virginia
Gwinn Perry, prominenl pione-
er residests of  Summers
County.  After sttéending ele-
mentary schoal In Talcotl he
chnme to Hinton to compléte hig
studies and praduated from
Hinton High School with the
class of 1923, Following hls
gradustion he enrolled in West
Virginla University where he
received Bis A, B, degree In
19x7. He loter completed wnrkl
ol the University for o Master's
degree.  While thera he way
prominent In socinl and cam-
pus affoirs and wos & member
of Koppa Slgma and Sphinx, o
campus honorary society. He
was a member of the sehool's
rifle team end complled the
beat recocd o s history,

“Afler gradestion from the
University he relurned to Tal-
codl where his teaching enreer
began in Telcolt High Schowl

| and took him by gradunl sleps
{to, the Superintendency, the
| highest ranking pbaition withln
(the County, During this perfod
'he was Instrumentnl In estab-
'llz.hlng the firsl four yeasr high
i school at Talealt, His tenure as
| Superintendent of Schools of
Summera Counly is ane of the
lpngest In the Swile of West
Virginia and his service to Lhe
patrony of the county In this
Tespect has been oulstanding.
'There {8 not a district within the
county that! hos pot fell Lhe
impact of his well-planned
building program, Usder his
direction many worthwhille in-
novalions and programs have
been worked oul for Lhe belter-
ment of the educatione! pro-
gram,

| “Even in illness he could not
leave the work to which he bod

dedleated his life. Despite his
critical condltion, he made a
determined fight for lfe and
directed Ibe nwmergs dutles of
his offico through consultation,
“'As a {ribate W his ccaseless
efforts the Memorinl Gym-
noagium was renamed J, L
Perry Gymnasium, Also, he
|hod expressed o wish it he
‘might estsblish & scholarship
fuor & student desiring lo enter
college and it was felt thot this,
100, would be an appropriole
woy 1o poy tribute to his
memory and his service to the
schools of Summecs County,
With the establishmen! of this
scholurship his work lives on in
the hearta of his students and
co-workers in the school organi-
zation in which ho belleyved."




