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Our friend, Vicky Maddy, has taken the time to visit 

these sites, and photograph these historic buildings.  

Some day, many of these structures will be gone.  

 

Thank you Vicky, for sharing these with us! 



Ascension Episcopal Church 

And 

The Big 4 Brotherhood Building 
 

The following 19 slides are photos and newspaper clippings of the 

Ascension Episcopal Church being destroyed by a cyclone, then 

rebuilt.  Then moved from 3rd Avenue to  5th Avenue to allow the 

construction of the Big 4 Brotherhood Building. 

 

The Big 4 Brotherhood Building was later purchased by 4 local 

surgeons to house the Hinton Hospital. 

 

Many thanks to Lisa Ellison Bragg who provided all of the 

newspaper clippings!  



Ascension Episcopal Church Built – 1881 
Corner of Third Avenue and Temple Street 

Historic Reflection Excerpt - Hinton Daily News – November 29, 1952  





Ascension Episcopal Church Destroyed by Cyclone – July 23, 1897 

Historic Reflection Excerpt 

Hinton Daily News – 

November 29, 1952  

Wheeling Daily Intelligencer – 

July 24, 1897 











Historic Reflection Excerpt 

Hinton Daily News – 

November 29, 1952  

Hinton Daily News – 

June 26, 1907 

Ascension Episcopal Church Moved  –  Summer of 1907 



Big 4 Brotherhood Building – 1907 Postcard 
Originally housing the 4 Railroad Unions 

Corner of 3rd Avenue and Temple Street 

 



Big 4 Brotherhood Improvement Co. - 1907 
To build Building for Unions 

From The Independent-Herald - April 29, 1907 

 

 



 

Big 4 Brotherhood Building 

 
Completed in September 1908, the building is located at the corner of 

Third Avenue and Temple Street.  It was originally built as the Union Hall 

for the following “Big 4” Railroad Unions: 

 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers (BLE) – est. 1863 

Order of Railway Conductors (ORC) – est. 1868 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen & Engineers (BLFE) – est. 1873 

Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen (BRT) – est. 1883 

 

In 1929 the  “Big 4 Brotherhood” building was purchased by 4 surgeons 

and it became the Hinton Hospital. It operated as such until 1977. 

 

Currently the building is occupied by its oldest tenant the Big 4 Drug 

Store, a barber shop, restaurant and other businesses. 

 





The Independent-Herald 

January 16, 1908 





Big 4 Brotherhood Building Sold - 1918 
Excerpts from the Hinton Daily News - August 3, 1918 

 



Hinton Daily News - May 23, 1929 



Hinton to Have Fine Modern, Fireproof Hospital - Continued 



Hinton to Have Fine Modern, Fireproof Hospital - Continued 





End of 

Ascension Episcopal Church 

And 

The Big 4 Brotherhood Building 

Slides 
 









National Bank of Summers  - ca 1900 
Original Location – 3rd Avenue and Temple Street 

















 

First National Bank of Hinton Building 
 

The oldest bank in Summers County is the Bank of 

Hinton, dating back to 1887 when it's capital was 

$25,000. On Aug 29, 1900 it took on the name of the First 

National Bank of Hinton, and its capital increased to 

$50,000. This bank was located on the corner of Temple 

St and 3rd Ave. 

 















Hinton Hospital – ca 1903 
Corner of Temple Street and 4th Avenue, Hinton, WV 

Currently the First National Bank 



























Summers County Hotels 

 
 There have been many hotels in Summers County over the years, the    

 following are a few that we know of:  

 
Scrapers Corner was the first and was located on 3rd and Front St; 

The Wickham House was just opposite of Scrappers Corner on Front St; 

The New River Hotel was on Front St; 

The Perkins Hotel on 2nd Ave; 

The Chesapeake Hotel on 4th Ave and Summers St; 

The Hotel Hotchkiss opposite the court house; 

The Brooklyn Hotel on Southside, burned in 1908; 

The Hinton Hotel; 

The Central Hotel; 

The Hotel Miller opposite court house square; 

The Riverside; 

The Hotel McCreery was the first modern and up to date hotel in Hinton, located on  

    2nd and Ballengee 

Talcott had a 32 room hotel; 

The Sperry Hotel in Avis at the Upper Ferry; 

The Brunswick Inn above the RR passenger station; 

One at Lowell; 

The Greenbrier Springs Hotel; 

The Pence Springs Hotel at Pence Springs. 





The McCreery Hotel - 1906 
 

Thomas J McCreery constructed the hotel and it was completed 

in 1907.  It was 6 stories high with 100 rooms at a cost of 

$90,000.00.  The lot was $12,500 and the furniture cost 

$12,000.  The building is 90X100ft.  The dining room was on 

the 2nd floor and the street floor contained the lobby and 5 

stores or business rooms.  It’s located at the corner of 2nd 

Avenue and Ballengee Street.  A. E. Kelly was its first manager. 





















 

The McCreery Hotel Building 
 

Thomas J. McCreery constructed the McCreery Hotel, it 

was 6 stories high with 100 rooms and was completed 

Sept 1 1907. The building cost $90,000, the lot was 

$12,500, and the furniture was $12,000. A.E. Kelly was 

elected as the 1st manager of the 90 x 100 feet fronting on 

2nd Ave and Ballangee St. The dining room was on the 

2nd floor and the street floor contained the lobby and 5 

stores or business rooms. It is currently owned by the 

very successful and popular business man, Ken Allman of 

Hinton. 

 





 

Elks Lodge and Citizens Bank Building - 1907  
 

The Citizens Bank was founded November, 1905 by L.P.  

Graham, W.H. Warren, & J.D. Humphries.  At the time it 

was founded, it was considered a safe & substantial 

institution. The volume of its first year’s business 

amounted to $1,000,000.  It was located on the corner of 

2nd Ave & Temple St. This bank later merged with the 

Summers National bank which was located where the 

library presently stands. 

 















Civil War Cannon – ca 1910 

 

A group of unidentified men pose beside the newly acquired 

Civil War cannon.  This ancient piece of artillery is claimed to 

weigh 16,500 pounds and was used by the southern states.  

Former Congressman Littlepage donated the item to the city. 

It was transported from the state of Florida.  

 

In the 1940s the cannon was scrapped to support the WWII 

effort. 







Kroger Delivery Wagon - 1910 

 

The Kroger Grocery and Baking Company store was 

Located at 304 3rd Avenue, Hinton, WV. The store later 

became Bowling’s Dairy Bar.   

 

This photos shows three unidentified young men posing 

beside the horse-drawn carriage on Front Street. 

 

The advertisement reads, "The Kroger Grocery and 

Banking Co: Makers of the Fine Candies & Preserves. 

Bakers of Bread and Crackers. Roasters of High Grade 

Coffee." 

 











































The National Bank of Summers 

 

The bank opened for business June 3, 1895 at its original 

location on the corner of Third Avenue and Temple Street 

with a capital of $50,000. 

 

In Jan 1906, it was converted into a National Bank. Its 

physical location became the corner of Second Avenue 

and Temple Street.  Back in its day, it was considered to 

be the strongest bank in the New or Greenbrier River 

Valley.  It is now the Summers County Public Library. 









































Corner of James and Union Streets  - 1929 
Hinton, WV 

(Photo courtesy of the West Virginia and Regional History Center) 

















New River Grocery Company 
 

The following 6 slides are photos and a draft for 

an article for a Monroe County, WV newspaper. 

The article tells of the wholesale grocery services 

provide by the New River Grocery Company to 

Summers and  Monroe Counties during the first 

half of the 20th Century. 
 



117 5th Avenue, Hinton, WV 

Established around 1901 

Anderson E. Miller   

President and General Manager 



New River Grocery Company Building 

ca 2022 

ca 1950 









The building later became the Atlas Transfer building.  As 

stated in the 1930 article, it was adjacent to the C&O Freight 

Depot and a railroad spur went into a tunnel on the Freight 

Depot end of the building. The ground floor had walk-in 

freezers and lots of open floor space.  The second floor was also 

storage and was converted into Persinger's Roller Rink which 

occupied it from around 1959 to the 1970s.  The third floor was 

dry storage, mostly household belongings, furniture, clothes, etc. 

as this pre-dated the self-storage sites that are popular today.  In 

the mid 60s, the old First National Bank clock that is now in 

front of the Big 4 was stored there. 

 

After the roller rink closed, Hinton Hardwoods occupied the 

second floor.  Currently the building is not occupied. 



End of 

New River Grocery Company 

Slides 
 



















Hinton Toll Bridge 
 

The last day a toll was collected for the bridge was May 14, 

1935.  At that time the toll was 25¢. 

 

Nellie Cundiff was the last person to pay a fee to cross the 

bridge in a vehicle.  With her were Wilma Fredeking, Jacque 

Roberts, Barbara Miller, and Cleve Haynes. 

 

Earl Hellems was the first person to walk across the bridge free. 







































1950s 





































 

Hinton High School Library Building 
 

This library was one of 3 libraries in WV built with funds 

from multi-millionaire Andrew Carnegie.  The funds for 

the Hinton Library were approved on April 8, 1907.  The 

first floor of the building housed the high school’s band 

room and the second floor was the library.  It is now the 

Veterans Museum. 

 































West Virginia’s Rose Bowl Parade Float – January 1, 1963 
First place in State Entries – Pasadena, CA 

Dr. J. W. Stokes Honorary Grand Marshal 

(Narrative on following page) 



West Virginia’s Rose Bowl Parade Float – January 1, 1963 

 

Dr. J. W. Stokes was Governor of Rotary International's District 755 with 39 

southern clubs under him in 1962-63.  During his tenure, he and his 

counterpart, Fairmont’s Ed James in the northern district of West Virginia 

oversaw the Rotary’s sponsorship of West Virginia’s entry in the 1963 Rose 

Bowl Parade in Pasadena, CA.  “Doc” was “Honorary Grand Marshal” of the 

parade and the West Virginia float won first place in the state entries. 

 

Excerpt from The Morgantown, WV Dominion News - January 3 1963 

 

Five finalists in the West Virginia Centennial Queen’s Pageant rode in the 

Tournament of Roses Parade New Year’s Day.  Their names are: Sandra Lee 

Ross, Kanawha County, Dee Ann Moore, Jackson County, Catherine Tucker, 

Mercer County, Barbara Ann Broadwater, Pleasants County, and Nancy 

Grace Conwell, Harrison County.   
 





















































Rose Building / 

Davis Department Store 

Fire 

 
The following 14 slides are photos of the 

Rose building fire at Third Avenue and 

Temple Street on October 6, 1983 and the 

beginning of demolition on October 10, 

1983 





















Rose Building Fire – October 6, 1983 

Doyle’s Market, Bowling Diary Bar, Davis Department Store  Destroyed 
Corner of 3rd Avenue and Temple Street, Hinton, WV 

(Hinton News Tuesday, October 11, 1983) 









Rose Building / 

Davis Department Store Fire 

Slides 





























































































































Hotel McCreery – 2011 

All New Windows 

2nd Avenue and Ballengee Street 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meadows Furniture Company Article – November 29, 1953 
The following is from the November 29, 1953 edition of the Hinton Daily News. 

It has been re-typed due to poor quality of the photocopy of the original. 

 
     One of Hinton’s oldest and best known business establishments is the Meadows 

Furniture Company that was founded in 1912 by Ervin M. Meadows in association with 

two of his brothers, Harve and Joe, while the Ronald Meadows Funeral Parlors that is 

operated jointly stems from the first undertakers ever to settle here, the late John R. Gott, 

who was also one of the city’s early settlers. 

     Ronald Meadows principle stockholder and manager of the two concerns, has worked 

almost continuously with the firm when he started working part time while attending 

school here a short time after the store opened. 

     As one of the city’s leading business concerns the Meadows Furniture Company has 

kept pace with the growth of Hinton by continually adding to the many services offered 

the general public, and increasing the number of nationally advertised products handled.  

     STARTED ON SECOND AVENUE - Meadows Furniture began business in the 

McCreery Hotel building on Second Avenue in the location now occupied by the Don 

Array Shop.  It was under the management of E.M. Meadows, one of Hinton’s prominent 

citizens who directed it until 1935. 

     In 1916 the company was incorporated under the laws of West Virginia, and moved 

from the McCreery Hotel building to its present location, the Elks building where the 

business has operated continuously ever since with marked success. 

     After incorporating and moved to the present location, the location of the funeral 

parlor, formerly occupied by John R. Gott, was acquired, thus making the Ronald 

Meadows Funeral Parlors one of the oldest locations in the state for this type of business. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meadows Furniture Company Article – November 29, 1953 (Continued) 
 

     In 1930 permission was obtained from the Secretary of State to change the name from 

the E.M. Meadows Furniture Company to the Meadows Furniture Company, and in the 

re-organization many prominent Hinton citizens became stockholders in the firm.  In 

1935 Ronald Meadows was made general manager of the company, the position he now 

holds. 

     In 1944 Mr. Meadows became the principle owner of the company. 

     In 1941 the store added its new annex on Second Avenue in the Elks Building as a sales 

room and also has two large warerooms at the other location. 

     CARRIES COMPLETE LINE - The store carries a full line of nationally advertised 

furniture and household appliances, and it also maintains its own service department 

under the direction of Eldridge Ellison. 

     During recent years Granville Meadows, a brother of Ronald, has devoted his full time 

to the store’s operation as assistant manager, while Milton Arrington is assistant manager 

of the funeral parlors. 

     The Meadows Furniture Company has come to be recognized as one of southern West 

Virginia’s leading stores and the Ronald Meadows Funeral Parlors , one of the state’s 

leading funeral establishments. 

     The funeral home which has bee in operation at the same location since before the turn 

of the century ahs also kept pace with community’s growth and needs by having the most 

modern equipment available. 





























































































Seeburg Juke Box – 2016 

Similar to the one used at the Corner Restaurant 

Hinton – 50s & 60s 

Owned by Jim Miller 





















Confederated Soldier Monument – 2018 
Erected on Union Street in 1914 

Additional information on the following pages 



 

Confederate Soldier Monument 
 
The statue was purchased from the W.H. Morris Company in Salem, 

Ohio.  It was ordered from their 1913 Catalog entitled “The Blue and 

the Grey”.  

  

The statue is about 6ft tall with another 10 feet or so of pedestal 

under him. The pedestal is decorated in plaques and inscriptions 

celebrating the lost cause of the confederacy.  The soldier wears a 

short jacket which in real life would have been dyed a butternut 

brown. He wears a slouch hat. His rug bedding slung across one 

shoulder and his canteen strung across the other. Most rebels did not 

carry canteens but instead a tin cup that he could cook in. He has a 

pouch for powder and bullets hung on his belt. He stands at parade 

rest  looking North at the steeple of the First Baptist Church. 

 



































Wild Water Express 
 

The following16 slides are photos of Hinton’s 

very own swimming pool / water park.  Open 

daily from May thru August.   

 

Relaxation and great summer fun for the whole 

family. 
 



Located at 400 Front Street, one block below 

the corner of Fifth Avenue and Summers Street, 

 

Hinton's very own public swimming pool 

that features two water slides! Open every 

day of the week from May to August. This 

train themed water experience is a perfect 

summer day for any family! 









Wild Water Express - 2022 











Wild Water Express - 2022 















End of 

Wild Water Express 

Slides 
































