Joseph Phelps
1909 — December 1, 1934

(From - Hinton Daily News - December 4, 1934)

BODY FOUND
ON SIDEWALK
EARLY TODAY

Briers Shortly Af- !
ter 1 O'clock

—— ——

FUNERAL SERVICE
TO BE HkLD MONDAY

——
Was Honor Student Of 1931
Graduating Class Here;
Former Football
Star g

————— |
While patroling the jonely and

darkened streets in the downtown
sectlon of the city ashortly afier 1
o'clock thix morning E. L, Briers,
city policeman, found the feleas
body of Joe Phelps, 26 years old,
Iying in a pool of blood on Third
avenue ln froot of the Hinton Hol
Dox Stapd his head crushed by &
fall from the winpdow or door of his
room oOn the second flpor of the
bullding.

The offlcer mude his gruesome
discovery & minute or lwo after the
accldent octiared as Mr, Briera heard
the young mun take hly Jasl gasp
for breath as he arrived on the
scene,

The body was Ilylng crosswise
of the sidewanlk with the feel ex-
tending towurd the 2urb, and the
head pext to the bullding restiog
on a sectlon of iron grating, which
the young man's head apparently
struck a8 he hit the sldewulk.
Young Phelps' body wag clad only
in. & palr of shorts when found,

Finds Body

Waulking up Third avenue Mr.
Briers noticed the body =zt some
distance, but d4id not distingulsh
what §t wasg untd]l be drew closer,
The officer tirst thought someone
had left w large plecs of White paper
an the sldewalk. Flashing his night |
light tle officer theén recognired
the young man and, notlclng the'
open window above went ups'alrs.
and notiffed Mrs, Ross Bricker, |
Phelps' sister. Members of Lhe,
family were unaware of the accldent!
until notifled by Mr, Briers as It
wiy sald that Phelps had gone 1o
bed In the front room of the apart-
ment some tlme before. |

A physiclan was called, but
Phelps was dead before his arri-
val. Magistrate 1. E, Briers and
Pollce ofticerg conducted an Infor-
mal {nvestigation a shorl time after
the accldent, and from the position
of the body when found [t was'
thought at that tUme that the youns
man bhad fallep from a window In
the room about 20 feet above the
sidewalk, A more carelul Inquiry
later this moraing by Progeculing
Attoruey T. L, Read and Magts
trateé Briers led to (he almont posl
tive beltef that Phelps had fallen
out a door In the room witeh
opens above the sidewalk, and thatl
the body hud rolled to the posl-
tlon where {t wasa found beneuth
the window. Thias theory wax EuUp-
ported by the faet that gsome clec-
tric wires beneath the second [loor
door had evidently been broken
when yvoung Phelps [ell, |

Walky In Sleep

1t coula ol be determined why
the young man opened Lhe door.
Members of the family state Lhat he
often walked In his sleap and on
several occasfons had walked some
Httle distance before awakenlng.
It {s possible that he may have been
walking In his sleep when he
plunged to his death to the side
walk below, |
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.ary apclal nr sanlzgation, Ha planned
“to snler a tﬂtﬂun husiness col-

Mr. Phalpa for some lime peet |
had heen lving with ble sister. |
Mrs. B R. Bricker. and bhad rome
to the apartuent about & o'clock
Friday - «ening after geiting off
from ~ ord near tha tuoooe! st Tal |
rott whare he wis emploved byl

Bozxley MNrothers, coniraclors on i
rallway conatruction job. He did not )
leavy the house, but remalned there
with members of the famlly and
friends who were visiting at the!
home,

The time of the aceldent has bean
et at 1 o'elock and 1L wae sald hy
members of the family that Mr,
Phelps went to his room about 20
minutes before that time to retire..
Other members of the fam!ly nlan!
retired.

Hight School Graduate I

Mr. Phalps, who Ia A son of J.
FPhelph, woa widely and pupuinrh
Known In this city whera he had
rexlded slvee Infaney, He was horn |
at Honesverits, but ecame (0 Hinton
when 15 months old with hila mr-l
enis. |

He wua a graduate of the Hinton |
High Behool with the senlop claas of
1531, and &t the tlme of hls gradu. '
ation -wae presenied with a loving
cup for hls scholastle amecomplish.
ments. During hig high school en- |
rear he made an eaviable reputa- |
tion as am mthiete, heving won his|
“H" In foothall for thres consecu- |
tive yeara, Ho was a member nof |
several of Hintoh's alrongest foot-
ball teamn. playing In & backfialid
poaition, He posstessed consider.
able nbiflity as an open-fleld runner.

‘Following his graduatlon hare Mr.
Phelps enroiled at Congord College
where he studiod for one vear. He
was prominent on the ecampus ot |
Atheny and was o momber of tho |
Phl Bigma Phl fraternity, an honor-

‘lagt naxt month,
In additlon to his father Mr.
' Pholps A5 survived by tho following
slalers, il wu-un-rn min-nu of
glll-wn Mrs. P . Mre. E,
I#‘l’jh’ (R @r ﬂ! und

Mrs. B. R. Bricker.
Funeral Services

Funeral services will be held
Monday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock
at the Central Baptist churech with
the Rev. H. P, Hackney and the
Rev. D. L, Snyder offic.ating.
Burial at the Hilllop cemetery will
follow the church service,
| Members of his high school grad-
uatiog class will act as active pall-
bearers, ‘'while members of his fra-
tern’ly at Athens will serve as
l honqrary pallbearers,
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